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\ HE following treatiſe was 
written in Latin by Dr. 
TRONCHIN, a very learned and a- 
able Phyſician, who reſided many 
years at Amſterdam, where he prac- 
tiſed with great ſucceſs and reputa- 
tion: he is now returned to Gene- 
va, the place of his nativity, and 
lives highly reſpected by all men 
of letters, and much eſteemed by 
his fellow citizens, as an honour 
to his country and to his profeſ- 
ſion. | "2 


I have taken the liberty to make 
ſome few additions, and uſed my 
| beſt endeavours to give the tran- 
ſation the air of an original, not 

from 


PREFACE. 


from a vain deſire of decorating 


myſelf with the plumage of others, 
but to make it as acceptable as I 
could to my readers; how far I 
have had the happineſs to ſucceed, 
muſt be ſubmitted to their deci- 
ſion. 


- 2: + Oh AY 
Of the Belly-ach, when and whence 
called the Colic, 


[ all the diſeaſes which the human 
() body is ſubject to, there is none 
perhaps attended with ſuch excruciat- 
ing pains, with ſo many perplexing ſymp- 
toms; and with ſuch a variety of dread- 
ful and fatal conſequences, as the Be/ly- 
ach. This diſorder is not always ſeated 
in the ſame part of the abdomen; it 
ſometimes attacks the loins, ilia; often 
the navel, but moſt commonly the colo; 
hence it is called the Colic. 

Though Hippocrates has not diſtin- 
guiſhed this diſeaſe by any particular 
name, he was, nevertheleſs, moſt un- 
doubtedly acquainted with it :—gripings 
of the belly, GRAYNLAR TEpt OK NDP) and pains 

B about 
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about the navel, frequently occur in his 
writings. . 

Diocles Cariſtius, a celebrated phyſi- 
cian, who lived a few years after Hip- 
pocrates, and was ſo eminent, that the 
Athenians diſtinguiſhed him by the name 
of Hippocrates the Second, calls the diſ- 
orders of the thin inteſtine yay of 
the thicker e as may be ſeen in Cel- 
ſus de Medicina, book iv. chapter 13—. 

Caſſius, however, whom Celſus calls 
the moſt ingenious phyſician of his time, 
was the firſt, ſo far as we can tell, who 
gave this diſtemper the name it is now 
| known by, the Colic; and valued him- 
ſelf greatly on his having invented a re- 
medy, which he called z:a;zx; the form 
of which is ſtill preſerved in Celſus, 
book v. chapter 25. 

In the days of Celſus the diſorder of 
the thin inteſtine was called «ac, and 
of the thick gut, x Galen has 
alſo diſtinguiſhed it in the ſame man- 
3 ner; 
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Her: and Cælius Aurelianus, in his deſ- 
ſrription of this diſeaſe, ſpeaks greatly 
in favour of the remedies preſcribed for 
it by Themiſon, a phyſician who flouriſhed 
under Auguſtus Ceſar. 

Philo of Tarſus, who was cotemporary 
with Themiſon, much commends his . 
vourite Philoniam in this diſeaſe; This 
will evidently prove Pliny's miſtake, 
when he ſays the Colic appeared for the 
firſt time amongſt the Romans in the reign 
of Tiberius, and that, that emperor was 
the firſt perſon who felt its influence, 
which occaſioned no ſmall doubts in the 
ſenate and in the city, as they had never 
heard of ſuch a diſtemper, and conſe- 
quently concluded Tiberius made it an 
excuſe for his non-appearance at a time 
when ſome publick affairs which were to 
be diſcuſſed, demanded his preſence. See 
book xxvi. chap. 1. 

In this manner has the belly-ach, firſt 
called the Colic by Caffius, retained its 

B 2 name; 
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name; Galen adopted it, and the moſt 
eminent phyſicians ſince his time have 
continued it down to us. 


OH Ae. I 


The Colic, when and why called of 
__ Porcrov, 


HE gripings of the belly, and 

pains about the navel, as men- 
tioned by Hippocrates, and after him in- 
diſcriminately called Colice, and at length 
divided into different ſpecies, were diſ- 
tinguiſhed by various appellations; and 
even received their name from the coun- 
tries in which they appeared moſt to 
rage. | 


Thus, for example, this Colic making 
great devaſtation among the inhabitants 
of Poiclou, about the year 1572, was by 
F. Cite/ius, a phyſician of that province, 

(who 
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(who wrote a profeſſed diſcourſe upon 
this diſeaſe) called the Colica Pictonum. 

This name, being once eſtabliſhed, 
became univerſally received, though it 
equally attacked the inhabitants of Bre- 
tagne, Santonge, Engouleſme, the whole 
of Aquitain, as well as the province of 
Poictou. 1 
P. Droet aſſures us it raged all over 
Picardy : and in a letter written by Lan- 
gius, treating of gripings of the belly in 
conſequence of fevers, it appears that the 
ſame diſtemper was felt in Moravra, Si- 
lefia, and through the greateſt part of 
Lower Germany : and by another letter 
of Crato's, who was phyſician to the em- 
perors Ferdinand I. Maximilian II. and 
Rogolph II, it is alſo evident that it was 
then known about the year 1582; for he 
there mentions a pa) happening in con- 
ſequence of a Co/ic. 


B 3 CHAP 
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CHAP. II. 
The Col ica Picrox un deſcribed. 


| HOSE, who were ſeized with this 

diforder ſeemed, from the ſud- 
denneſs of the attack, to be planet-ſtruck; 
they became pale, cold at the extremly 
ties, loſt their ſtrength, being un- 
ealy both in body and mind, reſt- 
leſs, languid, and heart-burnt, attended 
with loſs of appetite, nauſea, belching, 
æruginous and bilious vomitings, hiccup, 
thirſt, ſtrangury, burning heat of the hy- 
pochondria, ſometimes without, but more 
frequently with a ſlow fever. 

The patients complained of a moſt 
acute pain of the ſtomach, bowels, loins, 
and ilia; ſometimes, eſpecially in the 
beginning, the ſtools were frequent, tho' 
not copious ; but in general they were 
very coltive, The diſtemper encreaſing, 
| affected 
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affected the ſhoulders, arms, breaſt, and 
the whole thorax, with an intenſe pain; 
ſome even complained moſt grievouſly of 
the ſoles of their feet, altho' they could 
move them tolerably well. The pains at 
length remitting, and the poor patients 
thinking themſelves entirely ſecure, be- 
came ſuddenly paralytic in their arms 
and legs, their motion being totally de- 
ſtroyed, though their ſenſes remained 
unimpaired. 


B 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
This Colic often deſcribed before 


Citeſius bis time. 


AULUS ZAGINETA, who flou- 
riſhed in the year of CHRIST 420, 
or, as ſome others think, about the year 
380, ſays, “In our times a certain Colic 
attacked people, which was attended with 
a total deprivation of motion in the limbs, 
more eſpecially in ſuch as ſurvived the 
complaint: the ſenſe of feeling, how- 
ever, remained entire ; and they by de- 
grees recovered their activity again.” 
This ſame author in another place, 
treating of this diſtemper, obſerves a 
peſtilential Co/ic, as it were, to have ter- 
minated, by a ſeeming unknown faſcina- 
tion, in ſome patients in an epilepſy, in 
others in a palſy, the ſenſes nevertheleſs 
remaining uninjured ; thoſe who became 
epileptic generally died, the paralytic 
moſtly recovered. 


HALY 
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HaLyY ABBAs, an Arabian phyſician, 
who lived in 1122, has alſo deſcribed 
this Coke, © It often happens, ſays he, 
that ſome limbs become weak and uſe- 
leſs, and the diſtemper terminates criti- 
cally I have ſeen ſome, who after vio- 
lent pains of the Colic, loſt the uſe of 
both their knees, in others one knee and 
one hip only ſeemed to be affected: I 
have ſeen others whoſe ſcapulæ became 
entirely motionleſs ; the ſenſes however 
continued uninterrupted.” 

AvICENNA, the ſon of HALy ABBas, 
who lived in 1145, or, in the opinion of 
others, 1165, remarks, that this Colic often 
is ſucceeded by a palſy, and is again cured 
by it—and is in like manner relieved 
by pains of the joints. In another 
place, he ſays, the patient feels a violent 


pricking pain, as if the belly were pierc- 
ed with a ſharp-pointed inſtrument; in a 
| ſtanding poſture they complain as if a 
needle were hid in their bowels, and 


7 | upon 
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upon the leaſt motion perceive a moſt 
intenſe pain, become very thirſty, unſa- 
tisfied with any drink, though taken in 
large and repeated quantities; for what- 
ever they drink paſſes not to the liver, 
becauſe of the obſtructed orifices of the 
meſaraic veſſels Thoſe who have the 
Colic diſcharge fæces, like thoſe of birds 
or goats, in little round pellets have 
bilious vomitings, becauſe the bile is pre- 
vented from paſſing through the inteſ- 
tines, and muſt therefore neceſſarily be 
diſcharged upwards. 

The Colic, ſays Conſtantinus Africanus, 
who flouriſhed in 1080, is a violent pain 
in the inteſtine Colon, occaſioned by groſs 
phlegmatic humours lodged within the 
coats of that bowel, ariſing from ſome 
ſharp acrimony— The bowels ſeem as it 
were transfixed by ſome ſharp-pointed in- 
ftrument.—lt is neceſſary to know how it 
comes to paſs that the Colic ſhould be 
ſucceeded by pains of the articulations. 


Fon 
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7ohn a Gadeſden, who flouriſhed about 
the year 1300, obſerves, that the Colic 
ſometimes terminates in a palſy, ſome+ 
times in a pain of the joints, at other 
times it ends in an epilepſy. 

Fernelius, a French phyſician, who 
lived in 1506, remarks, that there fre- 
quently happen violent pains, which, 
from their appearance and virulence, are 
called Co/ics, and yet are not ſeated in the 
Colon, but in the peritonzum, or in the 
membranes, which ſerve as a covering to 
the abdomen and other parts of the belly; 
theſe are very grievous, and indeed laſt- 
ing complaints, and which yield. to no 
medicines, fomentations, clyſters, or any 
ſuch remedies as other colics generally 
do; they ariſe from a light flatus, or from 
a very acrid æruginous humour lodged 
within the cavity of the membranes, 
from which they can hardly be removed. 

James Holler, a Pariſian phyſician of 
great eminence about 1560, agrees with 

the 
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the antients in the ſame thing, when he 
obſerves a palſy ſucceeds the Colic; And 
tho' this ſeldom happens, ſays he, with 
us Pariſians, it does ſo more frequently 
with the Britons. A certain prieſt, aged 
forty, became paralytic in conſequence 
of violent and conſtant Colic pains, of 
which he was cured ; but the palſy held 
him ſome years after, | 

This will evince us of Ri/anus his 
miſtake, where he accuſes Citeſius for af- 
firming that this Colic was unknown to 
the Pariſian phyſicians before the time of 
Milo, who was phyſician to Henry IV. 
for Citefius knew, both from Fernel and 
Holler, that this pain, which was deſ- 
cribed by the name of Baſtard Colic, ter- 
minated in a palſy. This diſeaſe, as Ri- 
olanus himſelf remarks, had been for 
many years endemic in Paris and Melun, 
and known to the phyſicians before Ci- 


tefius. 


Samaſius, 
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Salmaſius, being attacked with this Co- 
lic at Paris, could by no means get any 
ſatisfactory account from his phyſicians 
with regard to the name of his diſeaſe, 
though they ſeemed very attentive in ex- 
ploring its ſymptoms. Citeſius pronounc- 
ed it to be the CoLica PicToNuM, and 
recovered his patient. At this time, as 
in that of Salmaſius, there are, no doubt, 
phyſicians who ſcarcely Know * diſor- 
der even by its name. 

The Colic, ſays Droet, was indeed epi- 
demic and fatal this year; for all perſons, 
who were ſeized with it, became paraly- 
tic or epr/eptic ; of which number not a 
few died, either in the beginning of the 
diſeaſe, or a little while after, as appeared 
in ſeveral hoſpitals and monaſteries, the 
nuns of which were obliged to fave 
themſelves by flight and change of ſitua- 
tion. This raging tyrant attacked our 
citizens only, for fifteen years together: 
laſt winter, however, it paid a viſit in the 

neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of us, and was ſeverely 

felt at Abbeville in the year 1554. 
Foreſtus, a phyſician of Alcmar, and 
who flouriſhed in 1 545, tells us, that in the 
year 1559 a magiſtrate of Leyden, trou- 
bled with perpetual Colic pains, was ſeized 
with extreme watchings, and a contrac- 
tion of the nerves; clyſters, anodynes, 
and quieting medicines, availed nothing: 
the pain, however, went off ; but the 
contraction of his arms and legs conti- 
nued. He farther relates the caſe of a 
perſon at Alemar who had violent Cole 
pains, which, though they remitted, ſtill 
left a palſy in the hands; the pain re- 
turned on the ſlighteſt occaſion ; the 
palſy, however, never was got the bet- 

ter of, | 
Platerus, a phyſician of Baſil in 1557, 
obſerves that the iliac pain, as it is com- 
monly called, though in reality it is the 
Colic, when it becomes violent and of 
long ſtanding, and brings on a train of 
formidable 


— ” 
— el — — 23 4 — — og 7 
* _ * * * 
= — 1 A — pm , — 225 
0 2 —_— * PR « ay an _ . * = 
— - * — wes ——— — _— * 
4 * 3 9 


Day BeLLy-Acn. th 


formidable ſymptoms, ariſes (as long expe- 
rience and certain figns convince us) from 
the bile's being lodged in the very ſub- 
ſtance of the inteſtines, which it velli- 
cates, tears, and burns. This, conti- 
nuing for any conſiderable time, or a 
freſh diſcharge of it ſtill encreaſing, 
brings on theſe obſtinate durable pains, 
which, though they may ſometimes ſeem 
to remit, return again Theſe violent 
diſorders greatly injure and diſturb the 
inteſtines, which are extremely nervous, 
more eſpecially when the bile reaches to 
the ſpine of the bone, and near that part 
of it where the inteſtines adhere by the 
intermediation of the meſentery, and af- 
fects the ſpinal marrow——the conſe- 
quence of which are convulſions and a 
palſy. - 

Ballonius ſays it is impoſſible to expreſs 
how ſubject the lower venter is to pain, 
which yields to no glyſters, and is aggra- 
vated by violent medicines. Fernetivs 


was 
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was the firſt author in our days, who ob- 
ſerved that pains very frequently occurred, 
| | which, from their ſimilarity and violence, 
were called colical, yet were nevertheleſs 
not ſeated in the colon ; but either in the 
peritonæum, or in the membranes about 
the abdomen and other parts of the lower 
venter, and which neither clyſters nor 
other medicines could remove. 
Spigelius, a phyſician of great eminence 
at Bruſſels, born in 1578, affirms, that 
he knew many learned men in the pro- 
feſſion, who were not at all acquainted 
with this diſorder : It ſometimes, ſays 
he, attacks the- navel downward, ſome- 
times upwards, round about it, or tranſ- 
verſely towards the ilia and loins; at 
other times it ſeizes the whole belly :— 
and again, the pain extends itſelf above 
the navel and about the ſtomach, then 
tranſverſely, binding and preſſing the 
hypochondria like a girdle—The patient 
is coſtive; the firſt clyſter brings off ſome 
feces 
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fxces from the rectum, but the ſecond, 

nothing more than a mucus diſlodged 
from the inner coat of the rectum. A 
certain. ſenſe of weight or uneaſineſs, 
which, nevertheleſs, is not attended 
with pain, is a ſure ſign of a relapſe; 
and this becomes more and more trouble- 
ſome about the loins, and tranſverſe epi- 
gaſtric region, after eating eſpecially.— 
The-urine is acrid and ſharp, as it is int 
people ſubject to the ſtone, which diſ- 
order it frequently is taken for, as it is 
attended with a pain in the loins and with 
a vomiting. The patients moreover com- 
plain of a bitterneſs in the mouth, are 
thirſty, and have no appetite ; the pulſe 
is ſtrong and full, attended with inward 
ſabſultus or catchings, tremors, watch- 


ing, a heat of the precordia, together 


with a continued low fever—which, if it 


be of too long a duration, brings on a con- 


ſamption, and this is preceded, attended, 
| C and 
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and facceeded by epilepſies, apoplexies, 
palſies, and convulſions. 

The Colic and Palſy, fays Roderic 
Fonſeca, a Portugueſe phyſician, are 
very nearly allied; the tranſition from the 
one to. the other is very eaſy : and in Ger- 
many it moſt frequently happens, that a 
palſy ſucceeds the Colic. 

James Cahagnefius, a phyſician of 
Caen in Normandy, publiſhed a ſmall 
work in 1596, entitled, A Short and Eaſy 


Method to cure Fevers ; at the cloſe of 


which he has given a chapter upon 
the CoLica PicToNUM. 

Sennertus, a very eminent phyſician 
and profeſſor of phyſick at Mitteberg, aſ- 
ſures us, that in the ſpring of the year 
1621, ſuch a Colic became very epide- 
mic in the dutchy of Teſchin in Sileſia. 
It came on with a violent pain of the 
head, which was ſucceeded by pains of 
the back, feet, and all the extremities; 
the body was ſo coſtive as to reſiſt all 


purges, 


J 
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purges, and if a ſtool did chance to come 
away, the belly became more bound, 
attended with total loſs of appetite, and 
vomiting. It ſometimes ended in a rheu- 
matiſm, but more frequently in a palſy, 
or epilepſy; the epileptick almoſt all died, 
the paralytick recovered. 
Nicholas Piſo, a phyſician of Lorrain, 
obſerves, that palſies generally happen 
in conſequence of this ſort of Calics, 
more eſpecially in the northern climates. 
Charles Piſo, ſon of the aforeſaid M- 
cholas, in the year 1596, viſited ſeveral 
monaſteries, by command of the car- 
dinal of Lorrain, to take care of 
the health of the religious inhabi- 
tants : he found ſeveral ſo violently ſeized 
with this Colic, attended with ſuch con- 
ſtipation, as to admit of no ſtools: others 
again, no ways indeed complaining of 
pain, but ſo paralytick, that their arms 
hung dead as it were, and uſeleſs: there 
were ſome again, who were epileptic, 
| C 2 lethargic, 
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lethargic, and opprefſed with an un- 
avoidable propenſity to the moſt pro- 


found ſleep: Seven years after, he at- 
tended another convent, where he found 


many under the ſame calamitous pains 


and circumſtances, of which not a few 
died; others became paralytic. This is 
frequently obſerved in Lorrain; nor is 
this tranſition uncommon at Melun. 
Francis Citeſius at length, who was a 
Poidlivian, and phyſician to the French 
king, publiſhed his book upon this New 


and Epidemic Bilious Colic Pain; where- 


in he learnedly treats of its origin, ſymp- 
toms, courſe, and cure, and gave it the 


name, till then unknown, which it now 


bears, the CoLica PricToxum. 

One Beauval, an apothecary of Ro- 
chelle, wrote a treatiſe upon this ſubject 
in French, chiefly taken from Citęſius. 


CHAP. 
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C HA. P. V. 


The Colica Picronum ſeldom 
deſcribed after Citeſius. 


HYSICIANS, who are thoroughly 

- acquainted with the frequency, 
obſtinacy, and violence of this diſtem- 
per, and how difficult it is of cure, can- 
not but be ſurpriſed that ſuch an unj- 
verſal ſilence ſhould have prevailed with 
regard to this ſubject: we meet with 
very little, if any, fatisfaCtory -accounts 
in the writings of thoſe who have fre- 
quent opportunities of ſeeing this diſ- 
eaſe—In this obſervation we are con- 
firmed by Sydenham. 

So that of all the phyſicians, fince the 
time of Citefus, if you except ſeven or 
eight, who have given us ſome hints up- 
on that head, there are but three or four 

C 3 living, 
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living, who have expreſsly treated of 
it: Boerhaave indeed uſed to mention it 
in his lectures; but he ä 
wrote upon the ſubject. 

Niverius, next to Citefius, ſays, the 
bile diſcharged through the veſſels of the 
inteſtines into their coats, and by them 
imbibed, occaſions theſe very excruciat- 
ing pains, and conſtitutes this Col ic, 
fo little known to the ancients. It is brought 
thither from the cyſt of the gall or 
meſentery, in the tedious criſis of fevers, 
or in violent ſtrong paſſions, or ſome 
other external cauſe, when, upon ac- 
count of the obſtruction, it cannot be 
conveyed through the common paſſages, 
but, by a præter natural motion, it is 
driven towards the abdominal mem- 
branes. Hence ariſes moſt tormenting 
pain, imitating the Colic, which con- 
tinues for many months, in ſpite of cly- 
ſters, fomentations, or any other me- 


thods, The body falls away, and con- 
ſumes 
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ſumes with a flow fever; the pains at 
length remitting, a palſy follows, this 
humour gradually paſſing from the ab- 
dominal membranes to the ſpine of the 
back. This palſy chiefly affects the up- 
per parts; the legs become very painful 
and uneaſy; the bile at length affecting 
the brain, the patient falls into epileptic 
fits. 

Wepfer gives the caſe of à miſerable. 
wretch, who was in priſon twelve years, 
and laboured under a molt ſevere fit of 
the Colic, and palſy of his arms, inſo- 
much that his fingers became perfectly 
crooked. Whenever he was coſtive, he 
was certain of an immediate return of 
the pain: he was cured of his palſy 
without recourſe to much 'medicine ; but 
he ever after, nevertheleſs, complained of 
a tenſe and acute pain of the præcordia. 
He farther obſerves, that he had ſeen, 
during the courſe of his attendance in 
many convents, many, who, from the 

FFF 
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violence of this complaint, had their 
navels almoſt drawn round to their backs 
And in Alſace, near the lake of Zell, 
in the dutchy of Virtemberg, he had ; 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing patients . 
affected by theſe Bilious Colics falling at 
length into palſies. 
Our famous countryman Dr. Willis re- 
marks, that people, who are frequently 
and violently attacked with Colic pains, 
become at length paralytick: it often 
happens that we account this conſe- 
quential ſymptom among the prognoſtics 
of this diſeaſe; for patients, who labour 
under theſe moſt excruciating pains, and 
violent fits of this Colic, attended with 
frequent returns, complain of erratic or 
- wandering pains in their body and limbs, 
then of a numbneſs, and at laſt become 
totally relaxed. Woe have ſometimes 
obſerved epidemic fevers, the pathogno- 


monic ſymptom of which has been a 
{-:/ic pain, after which the loins, and 
limbs, 
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limbs, and all the muſcles of the whole 
body, have been greatly injured, and a 
total palſy has enſued. 

A perſon attacked with the Corica 
PrcTonuM, ſays Muſgrave, became 
paralytick, which was attended with a 


waſting of his limbs: he recovered at firſt, ' ' 


and the pains appeared to be gouty—but 
theſe pains, which were unſettled, at 
length became fixed, and were attended 
with a red ſwelling of the joints, and 
proved a real gout; and what is very 
remarkable, this matter being carried off, 
the limbs, which for ten years together 
were feeble and withered, though not 
entirely dead and uſeleſs, became plump, 
and gave hopes of a ſound recovery. 
Scheuchzer gives us an account of a 
ſpaſmodic Colic, which ſeized a whole 
monaſtery ; a diſeaſe very rare, and dif- 
ficult of cure. The pain was truly coli- 
cal, obſtinate, and attacked the Colon 
and thin bowels: though it ſeemed to 
remit, 
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remit, it returned again, attended with 
frequent inclinations to vomit, loſs of 
appetite, conſtipation of the bowels, 
with much flatus, heat of the præcor- 
dia, burning pains of the limbs, firſt a 
of the upper, next of the lower, palſy 
of the arms, an aſthmatic reſpiration, 
and an oppreſſive load on the breaſt. 
Hoffman obſerves, that Colic pains are 
more ſeverely felt in the thin guts than 
in the thick, and hence accounts why. 
they are more ſharp about and near the 
| navel: Hippocrates called them Liac, 
1 but ſays not a word of Colics: now 
i they are called Colics, which are attended 
with horrors, trembling, cold ſweat, 
| loſs of ſtrength, inquietude, reſtleſſneſs, 
i" anxiety, hiccup, vomiting, conſtipation, 
teneſmus, ſuppreſſion of the urine, ſpaſm 
of the urinary bladder, fever, a con- 
tracted pulſe, difficulty of breathing, 
ſometimes with a delirium and epilep- 


tic convulſions, and finally a pally. In · 
this 


{4 
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this Co/ic, the belly is much compreſſed, 
and the navel drawn inward—the body 
is ſo extremely coſtive as ſcarce to admit 
a paſſage for the flatus, or a clyſter; and 
all this at the ſame time aggravated by 
a heavy pain in the loins; and the peri- 
tonæum and abdominal muſcles are all 
' violently contracted. 

May we not rank the Co/ic, ſo well 
known to the Fapaneſe, and deſcribed 
by Kzmpfer, in this claſs? This Colic is 
ſo general there, that ſcarce one in ten 
of the grown people has ever been ex- 
empt from its effects; it ſeldom ſpares 
one ſtranger, eſpecially if he drinks the 
beer called, amongſt them, Sakk. The 
name they give this diſorder is Sexkz, 
which tearing the bowels with pain, oc- 
caſions convulſions. It is the nature of 
this Colic to vellicate the abdominal muſ- 
cles and membranes ; and the Fapaneſe 
themſelves are of opinion that the cauſe 
of this diſtemper is not ſcated in the 
cavity 
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cavity of the inteſtines, but in the very 
membranous ſubſtance of the abdominal 
muſcles, peritonzum, cawl, meſentery, 
and inteſtines. _ 
Similar to this Colic, is that deſcribed 
by the famous Linneus, among the Lap- 
landers. It attacks, ſays he, the bowels 
about the navel, and is attended with 
the moſt ſevere ſpaſms, even to the very 
pubes, and are by much more painful 
than the moſt excruciating torment of a 
woman in hard labour, infomuch that 
the poor wretches tumble and toſs them- 
felves upon the ground in the moſt ex- 
quiſite agonies. | 
Nor muſt we omit what our celebrated 
countryman, the very ingenious and 
learned Dr. Huxham, has obſerved upon 
ſubje&. This Colic, ſays he, raged 
in Devonſhire, attended with an uneaſy 
ſenſation in the ſtomach, violent pain of 
the epigaſtrium, an unequal weak pulſe, 


cold fweat, furred tongue, and fetid breath: 


next 


Dey BRLILIV-Aen. 29 
next came on a green and atrabilious 
vomiting, together with a copious diſ- 
charge of an acid and tough phlegm. 
In a day or two after, the belly became 
coſtive, yielding to neither purges or 
any other methods; the vomit ceaſing, 
the pain grew intolerable about the 
navel, loins, and ſpine of the back, 
ſomething reſembling the Nephritis, at- 
tended with ſuppreſſion of urine, and a 
ſenſe of great weight in the peritonzum. 
They urined plentifully, the abdomen 
was frequently hard, ſometimes ſpaſmodi- 
cally contracted. The patient often 
complained of a violent, fixed, and burn- 
ing pain in the right hypochondrium, 
a ſtrong pulſe was often obſervable 
in the epigaſtrium, the fæces were very 
hard, globular, and ſmall, and the teneſ- 
mus very troubleſome. Theſe pains re- 
mitting for a ſhort time, returned 
again, by attacking the whole ſpine, 
ſhoulders, and moreeſpecially the ſcapulz; 

then 
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then affecting the arms, the hands be- 
came entirely motionleſs: the thighs 
and legs were equally painful, and as 
the diſorder ſhifted from the bowels to 
the limbs, there was a ſlow fever, ſome- 
times with a delirium; and if, through 
the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, the urine 
was pale, and depoſited no ſediment, a 
convulſion followed, and a palſy by way 
of woful relief] Colic pains did not al- 
ways precede, but a pain of the limbs, 
and then enſued the pally. Huxham's 
account was publiſhed in 1739. 
Six years after De Haen publiſhed his 
book on the Colica Pictonum. 

| Thirteen years after that again Graf: 
Pa printed a Medical Diſſertation up- 
on the ſame ſubject; the diſpute be- 
tween theſe two laſt mentioned writers, 
however, was not carried on with equal 

vigour, 
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G 
A deſcription of the Colic A 


PiCTONU u. 


LL Colic pains before the time of 
Citeſius, which were ſucceeded 
by palſies or epilepſies, were called 
Baſtard Colics, now Col IA PicTo- 
NuM, though without effectually in- 
veſtigating its cauſe. Phyſicians of emi- 
nence have ever ſince called it fo, though 
the palſy and epilepſy have not come on, 
and whether they were curable by nature 
or by art. 
Some hours at leaſt before the fit, nay 
frequently days, the patient complains 
of a heavy troubleſome feeling, either 
in the epigaſtric or umbilical region; 
ſometimes, tho' rarely, in the hypogaſ- 
tric ; neither are the hypochondres, and 
eſpecially the right, freed from it: the 
6 loins 
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loins are alſo affected, and the bowels 
too are not at all exempted from their 
ſhate of pain. The mind, as it were con- 
ſcious of the approaching diſeaſe, is over- 
whelmed with melancholy ; and reſpira- 
tion becomes uneaſy, broken with re- 
peated ſighing. The eyes grow dim, the 
face pale and wan: the pains in the begin- 
ning are ſeemingly light, and intermit, 
and are not eaſily diſtinguiſhable, as they 
ſeem the effects rather of an uneaſy ſenſa- 
tion—the appetite decreaſes, but the 
thirſt becomes troubleſome. After too 
large a meal, the patient perceives a diſa- 
greeable fullneſs, attended with ſome de- 
gree of pain. The belly gradually grows 
bound and coſtive, the urine leſs in quan- 
tity, a loathing comes on, the nauſea 
increaſes, and the pain 1s now continual. 
Belchings ſucceeding the nauſea, we are 
to expect vomitings, which ſeemingly 
give eaſe for a moment; but the pain 
returns with double violence, ſhakes the 

whole 


— 
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whole human frame, nor will it admit 
the poor patient the comfort of a mo- 
ment's ſleep or repoſe. 

About this time the Abdomen, eſpe- 
cially the Nave/, adhering as it were to 
the Vertebræ, is drawn inward, A fe- 
ver enſues, with a contracted pulſe, reſt- 


leſſneſs of the body, great anxiety, hic- 
cup, teneſmus, ſuppreſſion of urine, a 


ſpaſm of the urinary bladder and anus, 
which is alſo ſo contracted and drawn 
back, as ſcarce to give a paſſage to the 
flatus, or eaſily to admit the application 
of a clyſter. The body becomes emaciat- 
ed, and perceivably falls away; the voice 
is weak, rough, and ſharp; ſometimes 
it is entirely loſt. 

Beſides theſe Colic pains, the joints al- 
ſo are attacked with burning pains, firſt 
in the upper, then in the lower parts; 
the Colic at that time is milder and 
more tolerable. The patient, deceived by 
this favourable appearance, and flatter- 

D ing 
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ing himſelf with a ſpeedy recovery, all 
at once finds his limbs forſake him, 
and, in a very ſhort time after, be- 
comes -paralytick. Nor is this the only 
wretched conſequence of this deplora- 
ble diſtemper—for very often a difficulty 
of breathing coming on, with a tingling 
of the ears, a dimneſs of fight, and 
ſmall nubeculæ and ſparks of fire floating 
before the eyes, portend an epilepſy, 
with total loſs of every external and in- 
ternal ſenſe. The whole animal machine 
becomes convulſed : the convulſion 
does not continue ſo long even in the 
true epilepſy. I have ſeen them hold in 
a moſt ſurpriſing manner, for eighteen 
hours together, after a fit of the Colic, 
in a gentleman, who yet, notwithſtanding, 
recovered. I once attended a magiſtrate, 
in whom theſe convulſive motions laſted 
above forty hours, but he died: this 
gentleman, eight days before his death, 


became hydrophobous. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vs 


The immediate Cauſe of the CoLica 
PicTONUM. 


E know from medical obſerva- 

tion, that the remote cauſes of 

this Colic are manifold, as will appear 
hereafter, when we come to treat of 
them: as to the immediate cauſe, it is 
univerſally allowed, that all the contents 
of the abdomen, as well as the contain- 
ing parts of the human body, are every 
where richly furniſhed with nerves, and 
are conſequently moſt ſenſible of pain. 
Theſe nerves, as we ſhall make it appear 
in the proper place, in their different 
productions, expanſions, diviſions, ſub- 
diviſions, &c. communicate with all the 
other nerves of the human body, and 
are called ſympathic: they have a mu- 
tual and uninterrupted dependence one 
upon the other, from the ſmalleſt branch 
| D 2 to 
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to the largeſt ramification. The nerves 
thereſore being univerſally diſſeminated 
over all the viſcera, penetrate them on 
all fides; nor is there any the leaſt 
point in which they are deficient, eſpe- 
cially in thoſe parts of the body where 
they take their origination. This amaz- 
ing proviſion of nerves in the inteſtines 
and meſentery furniſhing theinward mem- 
branes of them with an infinite number 
of villi, papillæ, and ſphincterulæ, give it 
alſo wonderful plexuſes, which are the 
chief inſtruments of ſenſation, conſent, 
and motion. 
Theſe nerves in the viſcera, eſpecially 
in the inteſtines and meſentery, every 
where to be met with, render thoſe parts 


which they irradiate exquiſitely ſen- 
ſible of pain; and here it is we are to 
look for the proximate cauſe of this 
C:lic: for the nerves being irritated 
and drawn up, beget a phyſical diathefis, 
whereby the mind is made ſenſible of 

pain. 
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pain. This dzathe/is, continuing long 
enough, will neceſſarily affect the 
nerves, which are in concert with theſe 
already irritated ; and this obſtinate irri- 
tation influences the reſt, and brings on 
ſpaſms, convulſions, epilepſies, palſies, 
coma, lethargy, apoplexy, and death. 

The active organic parts being rendered 
paſſive by the action and continual con- 
vulſion of the nerves, renders them un- 
fit for ſecretion or excretion; the veſſels, 
ſtraitened by the nervous cords, neither 
receive or diſcharge any thing ; ſo that 
the ſame cauſe which prevents exhala- 
tion, obſtructs inhalation: the dried 
and juiceleſs parts, therefore, become 
thriveled up, having no moiſture to 
nouriſh, or mucus to lubricate them. 
As the veſſels are, ſo are the glands; 
neither can ſecrete a mild and benign 
humour, which they never received. 
Thence the body becomes dry, and, at 
length, broken down with pain, and, for 

D 3 want 
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want of due nouriſhment, languiſhes, 

decays, and leaves nothing but the ſkin 
| hanging on the bones, | 
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The remote Cauſes of the Col Ic 
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HE proximate cauſe of this pain- 

ful diſeaſe produces the many 
other remote ones, which, upon a cloſe. 
attention to the diſorder, may be re- 
duced to the following: | 

Firſt. To the remains of fevers car- 
ried off by an imperfect crifis, or not 
well cured. 

Secondly. To poiſons. 

Thirdly. To the too free a uſe of 
wine, or of acid-auſtere fermented li- 
quors, or of unripe acid fruits. 

Fourthly. To the gout or rheumatiſm. 

Fifthly. To an obſtructed perſpiration. 

Sixthly. To the ſcurvy. | 
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Seventhly. To melancholy. 
Eighthly, and Laſtly. To the paſſions 
of the mind. 


CE AF. a 


The firſ# remote Cauſe ; the Re- 


mains of Fevers carried off by 
an imper feft Criſis, or not well 
cured, 


HIS cauſe, ſo perfectly known 

to Fernelius and others, very fre- 
quently occurs now-a- days. He ſays, Ex- 
quiſite Colic pains ſucceed fevers of long 
ſtanding, and other bilious diſeaſes, and 
are not eafity cured; for nature, at- 
tempting a crifis, and to evacuate the 
morbific matter by ſtools, not finding a 
ready and quiet paſſage that way, turns 
it from the veins and viſcera upon the 
membranes ; whence, pains ariſe much 
more terrible than the diſeaſe itſelf, He 
further obſerves, that continual and ter- 
24 | tian 


40 Corica Picrownum ; or, 

tian fevers, nay, frequently quartans, 
terminated in theſe pains, and grew 
more violent at certain periods, which 
came on in regular ſucceſſion, 

Ballonius was thoroughly acquainted 
with this diſtemper. He remarks, that 
he had frequently ſeen it after long, 
tedious, continual fevers, where a ſharp 
and æruginous humour, long lodged in 
the viſcera, had opened itſelf a paſſage 
into the abdomen or peritonæum. This, 
he farther obſerves, he eſpecially re- 
marked in thoſe who, tired out by the 
continuance of their fevers, and anxious 
to get rid of them as ſoon as poſſible, 
uſed to apply to old women, quacks, 
and empiricks, who, checking and ob- 
ſtructing the humours, brought on pains 
more terrible than the former. 

Spigelius very judiciouſly informs us, 
that after ſemitertian fevers eſpecially, 
theſe pains happen frequently; for nature 
throwing the bilious matter upon the 

in- 
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inteſtines, endeavours at a criſis; which 
not being able to bring about, ſhe ſets 
the noxious humours afloat, which ſhe 
cannot expel, not becauſe ſhe is unable 
to looſen them, but becauſe the parts 
are too conſtringed and obſtructed to 
admit a free paſſage to the putrid bile. 
A diarrhaa coming on, carries off the 
pain, which, if checked, will greatly ag- 
gravate it. | 

Charles Piſo obſerved the ſame thing 
after tertian and continual fevers. A 
young man, ſays he, had a tertian fever, 
which became continual ; pains of the 
belly ſucceeded, which laſted forty days : 
he foretold a palſy of the arms eight 
before it happened. In 1617, he obſerv- 
ed the ſame thing in many perſons who 
had been attacked with quartan fevers. 
Towards the cloſe of the ſummer, 
lays Citeſius, bilious intermittent fevers, 
which were not thoroughly removed, or 
had an imperfect criſis, degenerated into 
Colics, Ri- 
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Riverius remarks, that the bile diſ- 
charged by the veſſels of the inteſtines 
upon their coats, and abſorbed by them, 
occaſion moſt terrible pains, it being 
tranſlated thither from the gall bladder 
or meſentery during the tedious criſis of 


. fevers. 

Wills is clear in his opinion that 
Colics will frequently happen in long in- 
termitting and continual fevers which 
have not been perfectly judged ; nay, that 
the colic pain is a pathognomonic ſymp- 
tom very common in epidemic fevers. 

A bilious fever became ſo univerſal 
and ſo fatal at Amſterdam, in the year 
1727, as filled many perſons with the 
apprehenſions of a plague : abroad in- 
deed it was ſuſpected to be ſo. Kept un- 
der by the bark, the putrid bile being 
predominant, ſo infected the meſentery 
and coats of the inteſtines, that the 
CoLica Picrox ui became a pathogno« 
monic ſymptom of the foregoing fever. 


The 
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The remains of the diſeaſe making ſome 
ravage for years after, afforded the phy- 
ficians a perfect inſight into its nature, 
though they were not ſo well acquainted 
with the curative part. The poor 
wretches were ſeen wandering up and 
down the ſtreets, like ſo many ghoſts, 
weak, pale, and - ghaſtly, with their 
hands diſtorted and pendulous, their 
voice languid and ſhrill : ſome indeed 
were entirely deprived of ſpeech. 
Some years after new fevers aroſe, 
eſpecially about the autumn, epide- 
mic, though of a milder nature. Theſe 
were attended with the like colic pains, 
and attacked all perſons indiſcriminately, 
without regard to age, ſex, or any other 
conſideration. I ſaw a worthy 'magi- 
ſtrate, who, in conſequence of a tertian 
fever and this Colic, crawled on the 
ground with agony——Another gentle- 
man from the like cauſe became a crip- 
ple in his hands and feet: his father, 


twe nty- 
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twenty-five years before ſhattered and 
broken down in like manner by a bilious 
continual fever, was racked with theſe 
colic pains, and became totally relaxed. 
I had an opportunity to make the like 
obſervation on a nobleman who was 
Dutch ambaſſador in France, and loſt the 
uſe of his limbs after a ſemitertian fever. 

I attended a very worthy merchant, 
who having had a qtartan ague too ſud- 
denly check'd by the bark, fell into a 
pally, being previouſly almoſt deſtroyed 
by a violent pain of his belly and limbs: 
what is very remarkable, this ſame fever, 
like a ſpark of fire lurking under the 
aſhes, broke out a-freſh three or four 
months after, and gave the firſt flatter- 
ing hopes of his recovery. 

Bauer obſerves the ſame, after a 
 fimilar fever, which was attended with, 
moſt violent ſpaſmodic parns, ariſing 
from the ſelf- ſame cauſe. Theſe perſons 


I juſt mentioned being all well, have 
no- 
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nothing more to remember than their 
paſt pains: I wiſh I could ſay the ſame 
of two promiſing young noblemen, who 
are ſtil] greatly regretted by their illuſtri- 
ous parents. A bilious fever firſt, which 
was ſucceeded by a ſemitertian, baffled 
the ſkill of their phyſicians. When I was 
conſulted, I found that the moſt ſevere 
colic pains reached from the meſentery 
to the very os ſacrum ; they both died 
lethargic, after the moſt ſhocking epilep- 
Se fits: i 

Mr. Gordon, an ingenious ſurgeon, be- 
longing to the military hoſpital in the 
Weſt-Indies, of a thin, bilious habit of 
body, about thirty vears of age, was 
frequently attacked, during his reſidence 
at Martinique, with intermittent fevers, 
which were as frequently Seemingly re- 
moved by the uſe of the Bark; violent 
Theſe relaxed 
him to ſuch a degree, that he was con- 


ſtrained to quit the hoſpital to ſeek re- 
lief 


colics generally enſued. 
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lief at home himſelf. He came to Bath, 
where he was ſeized with the CoLica 
PicToNuUM, a diſeaſe I had frequent 
opportunities of feeing abroad as well 
as here; but never attended with ſuch 
' excruciating and alarming ſymptoms as 
in this ' gentleman. His belly, which 
was drawn inward with immenſe pain, 
was many days moſt obſtinately coſtive; 
a nauſea, and enormous æruginous 
vomitings ſucceeded, with a ſhort, thick, 
fetid breath, anxiety, oppreflion at the 
precordia, ſubſultus tendmum, hoarſe 
voice, entire loſs of fight, great weakneſs 
of the loins, with an unſpeakable torment 
about the vertebrae, which nothing could fo 
well relieve as violent compreſſion, or when 
@ perſon or two lying upon his back, forct- 
bly held it down. He complained heavily 
of an oſcillatory motion in the large pſoas 
muſcle, and a tingling, uneaſy ſenſation 
thro' the whole ſubſtance of the medulle 
ſpinalts, which extended even to the very 
Nerves 
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nerves of the arms and legs ; convulſions 
followed, with a total relaxation of his 
limbs. In ſhort, to all appearance, no- 
thing was now to be expected, and even 
defired by the poor patient, but an hap- 
py releaſe from all his miſery in death. 
He was treated in the following manner, 
by Dr. Canvane and me, which fortunate- 
ly ſucceeded; and he is at this time in 
Scotland upon a viſit to his relations, be- 
ing adviſed thereto for the benefit of exer- 
ciſe and change of air. | 

R. Elect. ecaſia cum Mann. Fij. Tar- 
tar Solub. Ziij. Syr. ros. ſolut. q. ſ. ſu- 
mat n. m. molem mane & nocte. 

R. Sal. Abſinth. 3j. Succ. limon. Fſs. 
Aq. Menth. piper. ſimp. Fiſs. Nuc. Moſ- 
chat. Syr. e cort. aurant. J. Spirit. 
vol. aromat. gutt. xxx. f. hauſtus. Ingred. 
Semicup. poſt egreſſum injiciatur ſequens 


enema, 
R. Decoct. Commun. pro Clyſt. Fviy. 
Ol. lint Olivar. an. Fiſs. flor. Chamæmel. 
Zvi. 
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Zvi. Vin. Antimon. turbid. Zi. Af. Fœtid. 
v. o. Ziij. repetatur enema pro re nata. 

Utrique femori & brachio applicentur 
veſicatoria acria & Sinapiſmi plantis pe- 
dum, omni 5ta hora renovandi. 

Be. Spirit. c. c. Fi. Camph. ſs. in S. V. 
S. Unguent. Nervin. Fiij. Piſſelæi Indici 
Si. balſam. Peruv. Flij. f. linimentum 
quocum illinetur dorſum, & Spina hu- 
juſce. 

R. Aq. Menth. piperitid. Simp. vi. 
Spirituos. Fj. tinctur. ſenæ Fj. caſtor. Zij. 
valer. vol. 3i. Syr. croci. 5js. Cochl. ij. ſub- 
inde, &c. &c. &c. * 


*The Oleum Ricini, though very little known in 
practice with us, has been long in great repute, and 
frequently adminiſtered by the medical gentlemen 
in the Vet Indies, who find it very efficacious in bi- 
lious complaints, and in the Colica PicTonum 
more particularly : they either give it inwardly,when 
the ſtomach can bear it, or throw it up in clyſters: 
It promiſes to do much in theſe caſes, as a vegetable pur- 
gative oil, operating gently, and without irritation ; 
a circumſtance of great conſequence in theſe diſot- 
ders. Doctor Canvane, who for many years reſided 
and practiſed in the i Indies, aſſures me, he found 
it an admirable medicine : he tells me he pro- 
poſes to publiſh a treatiſe upon the uſ2 of this oil, 


very ſhortly. 
CHAT. 
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N 
The ſecond remote Cauſe.Poiſons. 


PERNELIUS relates a caſe of a 
gouty perſon, who had for fifteen 
days together taken a pound and a half 
of powdered lead inſtead of ſugar in his 
| broth, by the advice of a quack; on the 
twelfth day, a terrible dyſentery enſued, 
attended with a fever, and not only very 
griping pains of the ſtomach, but of the 
bowels. His ſtomach was ſo immenſely 
weak, and his mouth fo exquiſitely ſore, 
as ſcarce to admit of the lighteſt touch ; 
and fo copious was the diſcharge of wind 
upwards, that one would have ima» 
gined the whole body contained nothing 
elſe. The dyſentery was cured, but the 
violent pains of the ſtomach, belly, and 
loins, continued twenty days, with a 
mot troubleſome ſenſe of inward heat. 
E He 
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He had ſcarce a minute's ſleep during the 
whole time; he was coſtive, unleſs 
when purges and clyſters were exhibited; 
the fæces diſcharged both upwards and 
downwards were all of a lead colour : 
the whole body was tinged with yel- 
low. All theſe evils proceeded not fo 
much in conſequence of the weight, as 
of the hidden malignity of the lead. A 
gquartan fever not yielding to the bark, 
the ſaccharum ſaturni was adminiſtered 
for a few days: this Ermuller confeſſes 
carried off and removed the fever; but 
it brought on a convulfive Colic. | 

Scheuchzer gives us an hiſtory of a ſþaf- 
modic Colic which ſeized almoſt all the 
religious perſons in a convent which he 
attended. The excruciating pains of their 
limbs ended in palſies: upon a ſtrict en- 
quiry into the cauſe of this violent diſ- 
order, their wine being perfectly good, 
and their water pure, it was found that 
their kitchen utenſils, both for drefling, 


as well as keeping their proviſions, were 


5 copper, 
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topper, and not tinned within- ide. 
Every body muſt ſurely know how dan- 
gerous the vitriolic particles of copper 
are, when conſtantly mixing with our 
food]! Hyfman deſcribes the terrible 
Colics which are brought on by the 
fumes of lead, drawn in at the mouth, 
and ſwallowed down with the ſaliva; eſ- 
pecially in thoſe who work in the lead 
mines, where they calcine and ſeparate 
the lead from the filver in hot burning 
furnaces; as they do in the Black Foreſt 
in Germany, where this Colic is very 
common. The pain is intolerable, 
their body extremely coſtive, the navel 
drawn inward ; all this is attended with 
great uneaſineſs and anxiety, contraction 
of the limbs, nauſea, and vomiting z a 
true palſy or a convulſive aſthma enſues, 
and torments theſe poor unfortunate 
wretches for a conſiderable length of 
time. | 


E 2 Potters 
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Potters are alſo ſubje& to this ſort of 
diſorders ; the glaze they uſe for earthen 
veſſels is a compoſition of lead. Prac- 
tical obſervations evince what almoſt un- 
conquerable conſtipations, attended with 
the moſt excruciating pains, happen in 
conſequence of medicines prepared from 
lead, given by empirics in the cure of 
venereal diſtempers. 

A perſon, aged thirty, in calcining 
lead, ſucked in the ſweet vapours of it. 
In a day after, he was ſeized with an in- 
tolerable pain about the navel, attended 
with a moſt obſtinate coſtiveneſs, ſuc- 
ceeded by a nauſea, vomiting, ſharp 
heart-burn, and cold ſweats ; in a little 
time after his left hand became motion- 
leſs. 

A young man, with a gonorrhea upon 
him, made too free with the Tinctura 
Saturnina, in conſequence of which he 
was ſeized with a moſt ſtubborn conſti- 

pation, 
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conſtipation, which was followed by a 
palſy of both his hands. | 
T attended a young man in a gonor- 
rhœa, who out of modeſty applied to a 
quack for relief, who gave him two pow- 
ders a day, with the Saccharum Saturni, 
for one and twenty days ſucceſſively. He 
became extremely coſtive, and fell into 
ſuch terrible Co/zcs, as to be frequently 
convulſed; he loſt the uſe of his limbs 
by a palſy.—Theſe two perſons confeſſed 
this to me. | 
I viſited a lady, about twelve years a- 
go, who had taken the Saccharum Sa- 
turni for a conſiderable time, but in 
ſmall doſes, in order to remove a flight 
ſpitting of blood ; ſhe became pale, bloat- 
ed, weak, tremulous, and at length was 
attacked with a pally. 
Thoſe who dig in the mines daily ex- 
perience the peſtilential miſchiefs 'which 
ariſe from the metallic veins; they ge- 


nerally become aſthmatic, phthyſical, 
E 3 | cachectic, 
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cachectic, tremulous in their limbs, fall 

into Colics, and Palſies; and though their 

lungs are greatly affected, in conſequence 

of the admiſſion of theſe mineral efflu- 

| via, the brain and nerves are ſo greatly 

injured as to occaſion tremor, ſtupors, 

and palſies of the worſt ſort. No won- 

der that malefactors are condemned to 

the mines. They are, however, much 

worſe when they are dry; for the pow- 

der being much agitated in the digging, 

falls upon the aſpera arteria, and cauſes 

terrible aſthmas ; ſwallowed down with 

the ſaliva, Colics; and frequently a fatal 
palſy. We are not to be ſurpriſed, when | 
we ſee women in theſe mines, who have 
had ſeven buſbands, the poiſonous ſteams 
ſuffocating and ſuddenly deſtroying them. 
| Agricola, a celebrated Poliſh phyſi- 
cian, who flouriſhed about the year 
1540, declares he had ſeen many ſuch 
widows in the mines of the Arpatbian 
mountains. Even animals, infected with 
this 
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this poiſon, frequen:ly ſwell, next be- 
come motionleſs, and then die ſenſeleſs. ' 
We often ſee theſe poor wretches, 
when ſtrongly affected by the poiſonous 
ſteams in the mines, as they aſcend the 
ladders, loſe their hold, and tumble down 
again; their hands and feet being un- 
able to ſupport them, through weakneſs 
and relaxation.— 

So potters, who uſe burnt and calcined 
lead in the glazing of veſſels, while 
they grind the lead with which, when 
melted, they rub them over, before they 
are put into the furnace, receiving the 
ſteam of this virulent mineral, diſſolved 
in water, into their noſtrils, mouth, 
and whole body, are moſtly ſubject to 
violent tremors in their hands, and at 
length are ſtruck with palſies. 

Nor are we to wonder that lead ſhould 
be ſo fatal to the body, even though it 
be not ſwallowed down, when our coun- 
tryman, the great Mr. Boyle, obſerved, 

E 4 | that 
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that quickfilver will, - almoſt inſtantane- 
ouſly, be fixed and conſolidated by the 
vapours of fuſed lead. What therefore 
are we not to expect from it, when in- 
haled in a ſtony ſubſtance ? It will moſt 
undoubtedly fix and harden the blood 
and ſpirits. 

The fate of painters is not leſs ts 
able: they are chiefly valetudinarians, 
and ſhort-lived. Correchio, almoſt de- 
prived of every external, as well as in- 
ternal ſenſe, might barely be ſaid to ex- 
iſt. The divine Raphael was ſnatched 
away in the flower of his age. Theſe 
miſchiefs plainly ariſe from the colours 
they are obliged to uſe; ſuch as minium, 
cinnabar, ceruſs, varniſh, and many o- 
thers, taken from mineral foſſils. Cinna- 
bar is compoſed of mercury, ceruſs of lead, 
verdigreaſe of copper, ultramarine of 
filver : thus almoſt all colours are bor- 
rowed from the mineral kingdom, for 


metalline colours are by far prefer- 


able 
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able to thoſe taken from vegetables, for 
many obvious reaſons ; we are not there- 
fore to be ſurpriſed, that painters ſhould 
be ſubject to the ſame complaints as me- 
tallurgiſts. They are all (generally ſpeak- 
ing) pale, ghaſtly, ill-complexioned ; 
frequently tormented with the ſame mi- 
ſerable pains, alike afflicted with convul- 
five ſpaſms and paralytic ſtrokes. 

A painter of Anjou, aged thirty, of a 
ſtrong conſtitution, perceived his fingers 
more than uſually ſtiff and torpid, then 
to contract and be convulſed, till at length 
they became entirely crooked, and almoſt 
motionleſs : the diſorder ſeized his arms 
and wriſts ; and being rendered incapa- 
ble of walking, his feet were equally at- 
tacked, though not painfully ; the pain 
in his ſtomach and bowels, notwithſtand- 
ing every medicinal aſſiſtance was given 
him, was continual, day and night, which 
nothing relieved except preſſure. The 
, phyſicians were of opinion, that the diſ- 
eaſe 
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eaſe aroſe from the cinnabar which he 


uſed in painting ; the poor man, after 
lingering for three years, died tabid and 
conſumptive. On opening his body, no- 
thing was found which could give the 
leaſt light into the cauſe of the diſtem- 
per, and of ſo many complaints. —Yet 
as he not only wiped his pencil with his 
fingers, but careleſsly ſucked it with his 
mouth, there is no doubt but that the 
membranes were inwardly injured by the 
malignancy and unaccountable effect of 
the poiſon, though it evaded the niceſt 
inſpection of the examiners, and was 
the hidden ſource which gave being to 
ſo many direful complaints, I have fre- 
quently ſeen many ſuch miſerable pati- 
ents, but chiefly when they prepared 
the colours themſelves ; for theſe being 
rubbed into very fine and impalpable 
powders, fly about, and get into the 
lungs and ſtomach, which they affect by 
their deleterious quality, 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall never forget a melancholy caſe, 
among the many I have had frequent oc- 
caſion to ſee, which happened about ſix 
years ago. A very ſtout, healthy, young 
man, though he was aware of the dan- 
ger, incautiouſly went into a mill where 
they were grinding ceruſs; he ſcarce 
tarried there an hour; the air was hot 
and dry: on his return home he began 
to complain of a tight uneaſineſs at his 
breaſt; the day following he was very fick 
at ſtomach, felt a troubleſome ſenſation 
about the præcordia; his belly, at firſt 
hard, attended with gradually encreafing 
pains, became totally conſtipated.— He 
vomited without intermiſſion ; in a few 
days, however, the vomiting and colic 
pains left him, but a palſy immediately 
enſued. | 

Mercurialis, an Ttalian phyſician of 
great eminence in 1596, relates the caſe 
of a nobleman, who was ſeized with 
a remarkable weakneſs in both his arms 

and 
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and legs ; he had fix years before taken 


antimony. 

In the year 1739, I obſerved the ſame 
thing in a ſurgeon, who, upon taking ſome 
few grains of crude antimony, for ſeve- 
ral weeks together, by the advice of 
a brother-ſurgeon in the India Com- 
pany's ſervice, though not without ſome 
ſuſpicion of poiſon, became paralytic 
in his arms and legs. Colic pains pre- 
ceded the palſy; even after his recovery 
he felt light touches of them. 

The like bad effects happen from drink- 
ing water impregnated with lead. Houſes 
covered with lead, where rain water is 
only drank, which has been collected in 
leaden ciſterns, or what is worſe by much, 
preſerved in leaden veſſels, will frequent- 
ly bring on this diſtemper. For this 
reaſon it is, why at Amſterdam, where 
this diſeaſe was ſcarcely known, it ſhould 
now rage to ſuch a degree. For the 
houſes, which were formerly tiled ſlant- 


ingly, 
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ingly, are now leaded and flat-roofed. 
The leaves falling off in immenſe quan- 
tities from the trees in the autumn, are 
by the winds blown up to the tops of 
the houſes, where ſoaking in the ſtag- 
nant water, they communicate a tartneſs 
almoſt ſufficient to diſſolve the lead, fo 
as to become a ceruſs.—The rain next 
carries it off into the ciſtern; thus is the 
water gradually impregnated and infect- 
ed. Nor are we to wonder, if we do 
not ſee theſe Colics more frequently in 
places were they abound leſs in trees or 
in lead. During the fall of the leaves in 
a calm and ſerene air, if you carefully 
cover your lead with wood, the water 
will be much wholſomer. 

Theſe obſervations are founded in truth: 
This Colic has been often known to ſeize 
upon whole families. Eleven people fell 
down with it in one houſe in Amſterdam; 
their horrid pains were attended with con- 
vulſions, and a relaxation of the limbs 


they 
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they were moved thence, and drank of 
other water, and all recovered. 

Wines adulterated with ſugar of lead, 
or litharge, ſuch as Rheniſh and Mozelle, 
will produce the ſame effects; theſe give 
thoſe wines a brighter colour, and a 
finer flavour, but then they are by fo 
much the more dangerous. 


So far back as the year 1437, 8 
the Rheniſh grapes did not ripen proper- 
ly,, and the wines were conſequently 
acido-auſtere, the roguiſh vintner, upon 
this occaſion, uſed his diabolical art, and 
by that means brought on this Co/ic. 
Brunner, Gockell, and Camerarius, three 
phyſicians of great learning and emi- 
nence in their times, obſerved the bad 
effects of this adulteration in the duchy 
of Wirtemberg, Ulm, and other places 
adjacent to the Danube, in the year | 
1596.— The moſt Serene Duke, in the 
month of April of that very year, iſſued 


out an edi, by which it was made 
death 
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death for any perſon to uſe any deſtruc- 
tive methods in the melioration of theſe 
wines. Whole monaſteries were ſwept 
away by its deleterious effects; the ſur- 
vivors had but the ſemblance of men; 
they were pale, languid, and feeble, to- 
tally relaxed in all their limbs, and 
might juſtly be ſaid barely to exiſt. 

Zeller takes notice of the ſame frauds 
committed in Sweden, which were at- 
tended with the like diſorders; ſuch as 
convulſive colics, cough, aſthma, ſterco- 
raceous breath, conſtipation, palſy, gout, 
convulſions, and death. 

This infernal cuſtom, firſt introduced 
in Germany, travelled into Holland; and 
thence was conveyed to other different 
parts, as we know by woful experience. 
In the year 1749, its baneful effects were 
felt even at the very gates of the royal 


palace in France : many officers of dif- 
tinction died of convulſive Colics. 


May 
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May we not ſuſpe this endemic Co- 
LICA PICTONUM, in Surinam, to ariſe 
from the ſame cauſe? It ſpares the 
blacks, but makes havock among the 
whites, A forty years retroſpection will 
confirm us in our ſuſpicion ; the Eu- 
ropeans only drink French wines, and 
this indeed they do pretty freely ; now 
Bourdeaux wines eaſily grow ſour under 
the equinoctial line, but are recoverable 
by the iniquitous method juſt related, 
This is ſo true, that we find thoſe who 
drink Madeira wines, are not troubled 
with this Colic; nor is it by any means 
endemic amongſt them; neither do they 
loſe the uſe of their limbs. 

. Weffer attended many monks afflicted 
with theſe Colics, who perfectly recover- 
ed by changing their noxious, adulte- 
rated, for good and ſound wines. 


CHAT. 
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CHAP. XI, 


The third remote Cauſe ; the too 
free Uſe of Wine, or of acido- 
auſtere, fermented Liquors, or 
of unripe acid Fruits, 


YPIGELIUS ſaw a ſemi-tertian 

changed into a Colic, which held 
' twenty-four years, coming on every 
month periodically, and this was brought 
on by drinking of ſour wine. 

The ſame thing Charles Piſo obſerved, 
during his attendance upon ſeveral con- 
vents, where they drank pretty freely ; 
they were almoſt all of them ſeized with 
moſt excruciating colics, attended with 
conſtipation of the belly; frequent vo- 
miting, belching, flow obſtinate fevers, 
relaxation of the limbs, epilepſies, lethar- 


gies, and moſt profound coma—they 
F ſuſpected 
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| ſuſpected themſelves to be poiſoned ; but 
they ſoon changed their opinion, upon 
ſeeing their young brethren, ſtrong and 
hail, who lived ſoberly and abſtemiouſ- 
ly; they purſued the ſame methods, and 
all very happily recovered, and did well 
again. Sennertus obſerves that colics very 
uſually end in palſies, gout, and epilepſy 
in Moravia, Auſtria, Franconia, and other 
places where they drink very ſtrong and 
tartareous wines. It is not, ſays he, 
that theſe wines occaſion the colic, be- 
cauſe they bring on a coſtiveneſs, but 
becauſe they conſtringe the bowels, their 
motion becomes Inverted, and the pati- 

ent vomits up every thing. Do theſe 
wines in this caſe act as vitriol or alum ? 
if ſo, the retained humors, which ſhould 


exhale, regurgitate upon the veins, or 


ruſh towards the head, and excite con- 
vulſions, or diſcharge themſelves upon 
the extremities, and produce a pally. 
Such a colic was epidemic in Silgſia in 

the 
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the ſpring of the year 1621; the epilep- 
tic almoſt every one of them died, the 
paralytic all recovered. 

Citeſius was of opinion that the men- 
dicant friars were more particularly ſub- 
ject to this colic, becauſe they were ob- 
liged to drink acido- auſtere wines, not 
being in circumſtances to procure them- 
ſelves better. In 1594, thirteen reve- 
rend fathers, and there were but thir- 
teen in a certain monaſtery in the pro- 
vince of Poictou, all complained together 
in the ſpace of one month only, of their 
hard fate, the malignancy of the air, 
and their ſour and very ſharp white wine, 
which brought on ſevere colics.—They 
had been uſed to better and more gene- 
rous wines. They changed their air and 
wine, and all quickly recovered. 
Crato, in 1 582, obſerved the ſame colic 
in Moravia ariſing from the ſelf-fame 
cauſe. Cardanus ſpeaks of a colic, which 
not only affected the belly, but the breaſt, 

of Sn back, 
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back, and neck, attended with a violent 
palpitation of the heart, owing to the 
drinking of ſharp and auſtere wines. 
Wepfer has made the like remark : 
our more healthy monks, ſays he, drink 
a good well bodied red wine. We ſel- 
dom meet with convulſive colics: but 
where they drink a ſharp unfermented 
ſmall white wine, they are ſure to have 
the colic. The fathers of an adjacent 
convent, who had no other wines but 
| theſe auſtere white ones, were all of them 
attacked with the diſeaſe. 

Muſgrave juſt lightly mentions the De- 
vonſbire colic, which Huxham has ſo very 
elegantly, as well as accurately deſcribed. 
It is, ſays he, occaſioned by the ſharp cy- 
der, ſince it only attacks thoſe who drink 
very freely of it; in a plentiful oyder year, 
it makes great havock, but ſeldom makes 
its appearance when apples are ſcarce *. 


* See his admirable treatiſe on the Devonſhire Colic, 
printed at the end of his Obſervations on the Air and 
. 8 — &c, 
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J viſited a gentleman in the year 1750, 
who is now perfectly well-—he was wont, 
in order to kæep down the bile (as he call- 
ed it) to take very large quantities of le- 
mon juice, which very nearly deſtroyed 
him; for he became pale, languid, ca- 
chectic, and, frequently ſubject to colical 
complaints, and after long ſufferings, the 
palſy enſued. Thoſe who have indulged 
themſelves in too liberal a cuſtom of 
punch drinking, will find their nerves 
greatly affected by it, and fall into colic 
and palſies. 

I ſhall never forget the caſe of a young 
woman, who, through the miſtake of her 
apothecary, took a draught, acidulated 
with a drachm of ſpirits of. vitriol, inſtead 
of lemon juice: her ſufferings were inex- 
preſſible. 


F:3 CHAP. 


70 CoLlica PicCTONUM ; or, 


"AAP 2M 


The fourth remote Cauſe, Gout 
and Rheumtiſm. 


nftantinus Africanus long ago obſerv- 
ed that the colic eaſily changed into 
the gout.——Jobn Gaddeſden, ſo long as 
fince the year 1320, has made the ſame 
obſervation. Duretus frequently progno- 
ſticated the gout during the fit of this co- 
lic—Anarew Laurentius expreſly fays the 
ſame thing. 

That oracle of phyſick Hippocrates re- 
marks, that thoſe who have the gout, 
are ſlightly attacked with the colic.— 
which encreaſes as the gouty fit goes off. 
his he again repeats in his book, De 
Humoribus : © The humors depſſi ed upon the 
inteſtines relieve the pains of the joints; and 
vice verſa.” Fonſeca and Mercurialis have 

the 
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the ſame obſervations. A patient of Muf- 
grave's laid up with erratic pains, ſeem- 
ingly rheumatic, upon being attacked 
with a colic, fell into a palſy : theſe fly- 
ing pains became truly arthritic, thejoints 
ſwelled and inflamed, and what is very 
remarkable were feeble and motionleſs 
for ten years together; yet without any 
ſenſe of pain, being in other reſpects ex- 
tremely healthy. By the advice of a 
quack, his limbs were rubbed with ſome 
ointment, upon which aa aſthma follow- 
ed and killed him. 5 

Frequent are the metaſtaſes from the 
gout to the Corica PicTonum, and, 
what is very unaccountable, it will intrude 
itſelf upon whole families. —I have ſeen 
ſiſters, brothers, wives and huſbands, all 
together attacked with this difeaſe, and 
finally become paralytic. 

A lady too cloſe in her affectionate at- 
tendance upon, and lying in the ſame bed 
with her huſband whilſt under this grie- 

F 4 | vous 
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vous diſeaſe, became alſo infected with it; 
the whole family were down with this af- 
flictive colic—how often have I ſeen them 
tortured, their limbs relaxed, tumbling 
about on the floor, yet ever caſed by a fit 
of the gout: three recovered of the family, 
two of them died epileptic. How careful, 
therefore, ſhould we be to avoid cohabi- 
ting together in that dangerous malady. 
An obſtructed perſpiration, the two fre- 
quent uſe of mercury, immoderate vene- 
Ty, hard drinking, repeated purges, the 
paſſions of the mind, grief eſpecially, 
will chiefly bring on theſe arthritic com- 
plaints : for the moſt ſubtile fluid, deſtin- 
ed to paſs the veſſels and minuteſt nerves, 
being injured by them, contract an amaz- 
ing acrimony, which, if it reach the 
brain, occaſions apoplexies, paljies, deliria, 
weakneſſes, lethargy, tremors, and convul- 
ons. It it effect the lungs, it cauſes aſth- 
wa, cough, and ſuffocation ; if the inward 

: ; parts 
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parts of the thorax, it brings on a con- 
wulfive pleuriſy ; in the abdominal viſcera, 
it will produce nauſea, anxiety, vomit, 
belching, colic, convulſion, and a thouſand 
other alarming ſymptoms, concomitants 
of the CoLica PicTonuM. The rheu- 
matiſm is a diſtemper near a-kin to the 
gout, and ariſes from an acrimony of the 
humors, too high living, ſudden cold, 
or obſtructed perſpiration, and will pro- 
duce a like number of evils. In caſe it 
attacks the loins, a /umbago will enſue, if 
the hip a ſciatica, if the bowels a colic. 
Neſtling itſelf in the parts, like the gout 
fixed on the bowels, it will, after a long 
train of miſchievous torment, end in a 
palſy. We frequently obſerve peo- 
ple troubled with flying pains fall into 
ugly colics; the rheumatiſm and colic 
have raged alternately: at length a 
palſy has followed. I viſited a gentleman 
who had been a governor in the ſervice 
of the Eaſt-India company, who, twice 
a 
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a year, and that nearly about the ſame 
time, was ſeized with rheumatic pains 
in his legs and feet, which, in a few 
days becoming eaſter, fell upon his bow- 
els, and threw him into convulſions from 
the violence of the colic. 


F 


The fefeb remote Cauſe. An ob- 
ftrufted Perſpiration. 


HOUGH an obſtructed perſpira- 
tion has generally been account- 
ed amougſt the cauſes of a rheumatiſm, 
and this, as we have juſt obſerved, fre- 
quently brings on the colic, yet has it 
ſeldom been reckoned amongſt the pro- 
bable and diſtinct cauſes of the Corica 
PicTOXNUM. Citeſius even himſelf ſeems 
to have neglected this circumſtance, tho 
in all other reſpects he appears to have 
been a very accurate and clear obſerver, 


when 
1 
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when he ſays, that this diforder was leſs 
frequent, when furred garments were en- 
tirely diſuſed. 

I have in my practice often experi- 
enced the ill effects of this, that I am 
very poſitive this co/zc happens more fre- 
quently in conſequence of this obſtruc- 
tion than is in general imagined. _ 

Not only the external but the inter- 
nal part of the body alfo perſpires, for 
they are alike moiſtened by-a thin, vo- 
latile dew exhaling from themſelves, fo 
that the whole ſupetficies of all the parts, 
either external or internal ſieve- like tranſ- 
ude every inſtant. Now the exhaling 
inſenſible vapor riſing from the outward 
ſurface of the body, whether it iſſues 
forth from the cutis, or from the cu- 
taneous papillæ, is exctementitious: now 
this falling back again upon the whole 
maſs of blood, will neceſſarily by its 
acrimony injure the found humors, and 


cauſe that irritation which produces ſuch 
Won= 
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wonderful effects in the animal œco- 
nomy. 

SanForius, in his ſtatical aphoriſms, 
has put this matter beyond all doubt. 

Some years ſince, I attened a ve- 
ry worthy gentleman, a director of the 
India company, of a ſtrong and heal- 
thy conſtitution; but getting up pre- 
cipitately one morning out of his warm 
bed, and going abroad with his cloaths 
careleſly looſe about him, in a very nip- 
ping cold, he was ſeized in the right 
epigaſtric region with a moſt ſevere pain, 
attended with all the excruciating agonies 
of the Corica PicTonum, which end- 
ed in a palſy of his hands and feet. 

A lady, from a fond attachment to a 
beloved huſband, conſtantly lying in bed 
with him in order to be more ready in 
her cloſe attendance, in conſequence of 
frequent colds and great fatigues, caught 
this dreadful colic, and died paralytic— 
The Genus Nervoſum was ſo tender, as 


to 
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to bring on all theſe unhappy and fatal 
ſymptoms. 

Not long ſince a very dear friend of 
mine, being in the country during the 
ſummer ſeaſon, and frequently getting out 
of his bed very early in the morning, in 
order to take the benefit of the cool air, 
in a careleſs looſe dreſs, laid himſelf 
down to ſleep, contracted a mot terrible 
colic, which gradually became fo obſtinate 
and ſevere, as to throw him into ſtrong 
epileptic fits, which killed him, 

Dr. Herbert, a very ingenious phy- 
fician at Parameribo, obſerves, that an 
obſtructed perſpiration is the moſt fre- 
quent cauſe of the endemic colic at Su- 
rinam. The inhabitants, being weakened 
by the ſweats which are continually and 
daily the effects of very hot weather, de- 
light to lay quite naked in their ham- 
mocks to enjoy the night air, for which 

purpoſe all the doors and windows are 
_ thrown wide open—thus are they ſeized 

with 
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with violent and moſt inveterate colics, 
which are attended with convulſions and 
palſies: it makes great havock among 
the Europeans ; even the ſtronger negroes 
often feel its fatal effects. | 

We are not to wonder that the autumn 
and winter ſeaſons, which are leſs adapted 
to promote inſenſible perſpiration than 
ſpring and ſummer, locking up, as it were, 
the excrementitious perſpirable matter in 
the body, ſhould be productive of pains in 
general, but more particularly thoſe of the 
abdomen—hence it evidently appears, that 
an obſtructed perſpiration is one of the 
cauſes, and that not an immaterial one, of 
the Col IA PicTonum, 


DR BELLY-ACH. 79 


CH A P. XIV. 
The fixth remote Cauſe. The Scurvy. 


HE ſcurvy moſt frequently viſits 
the weſtern ocean, and rages chief- 
ly in England, Holland, Denmark, Nor- 
way, and in the weſtern parts of Germa- 
ny; in the northern climates it for the 
moſt part frequents the neighbourhood of 
the ſea, and maritime towns—indolent 
perſons and failors who are conſtrained to 
live upon falt and ſmoak- dried fleſh and 
fiſh, and unfermented farinaceous provi- 
ſions and ſtinking water, are moſtly at- 
tacked ; neither does it ſpare the melan- 
choly and hypochondriac, or ſuch as have 
chronic diſtempers, or lead ſedentary lives; 
and this too more particularly if they have 
been too buſy with the jeſuit's bark. 
The proximate caufe of this diſtemper 
ſeems on one hand to ariſe from a viſci- 
dity, 


8 Corica PicTonum ; or, 


dity, and on the other from a ſharp, acrid; 
falt, acid, or alcaline tenuity, exciting 
among many other phznomena gnawing 
pains darting through all the joints, 
bones, articulations, and abdominal viſ- 
cera, in a moſt wonderful manner. 

That it ſhould ſhew itſelf in ſo ma- 
ny different ſhapes in the CoLIcA Pics 
TONUM, of which it is one of the moſt 
cruel cauſes, is not at all to be wondered 
at, if we look into the writings of thoſe 
who have treated upon this diſtemper. 
It will be ſufficient to produce the au- 

thority of Eugalen, who wrote the beſt 
of any man upon the ſcurvy. The ſcur- 
vy, ſays he, affects the bowels and ſto- 
mach with an infinity of pains, whence 
it took its name among the Dutch; the 
legs and arms become languid, nor do the 
pains remit, till a palſy ſeizes on the 
limbs, the matter being as it were tran- 
ſlated thither.—He frequently obſerved 


palſies, convulſions, and epilepſies after 
long 
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long continued ſcorbutic colics; which 

returned periodically. 

A captain in the India ſervice was 
ſrequently ſeized with the colic, and be- 
came paralytic in his limbs. After many 
voyages he was cured of his ſcurvy, re- 
covered the uſe of his limbs, and is per- 
fectly well. Navy ſurgeons in very long 
Voyages have frequent opportunities of 
ſceing patients ſinking under this cala- 
mitous diſeaſe, who recover ſurpriſingly. 
upon being put on ſhore to live upon 
fruits and vegetables. If a muriatic ſalt 
be the occaſion of this diſtemper, the 
limbs will be ſtiff and rigid; but if it 
ariſe from an alcaline or acid diathefis, 
they become flaccid, pendulous and flex- 


ible. 

I ſaw a miſerable perſon 05 0 bloat- 
ed by the immoderate uſe of ſea-falt ; his 
limbs were totally relaxed, and as ſtiff 
and hard as a fiſh dried in the ſun. The 
ſweat ſpontaneouſly breaking out was 

3 exqui- 
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exquiſitely ſalt; which when left remain- 
ing would form perfect chryſtals about 
his noſe, eaſily diſcernible and 1 — 
This I faw and felt. 


AA. . 


The ſeventh remote Cauſe. Melan- 
choly. 


Y melancholy I mean a long and 
obſtinate delirium without a fever, 
with a fixed and determined attention to 
one and the ſame object. This is oc- 
cafioned ,by that diſpoſition of the hu- 
mors, which the antients called atrabilis, 
If it ariſe from a diſturbed mind, 
which, however, is rarely the caſe, the 
bile itſelf becomes black; the baſis of 
which is an earth intimately united with 
the thick oil of the blood, deprived of 
its more balſamic and fluid particles. If 


by i its tenacity it be accumulated in the 
hype- 


- 
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hypochondriacal veſſels, it affects the me- 
ſentery and bowels both externally as well 
as internally; for we often remark, in diſ- 
ſecting human bodies, this tranſuding 
bile inquinating the parts near to the li- 
ver with a blackith, yellow and green 
colour, and injuring the large meſenteric 
nervous plexus by its contact. Here are 
theſe colics chiefly ſeated; by their means 
we account for the ſurprizing conſent 
they bear with the viſcera, ſince they are 
every where very plentifully diſperſed 
over almoſt all the inteſtines, ſtomach, 
gall-bladder, ductus choledochus, and 
whole content. of the abdomen: the 
black bile therefore, while it ferments 
in its cavities, muſt neceſſarily excite 
.Areadſul pains in the adjacent, and in an 
inſtant infect the remoter parts, attended 
with convulſions, and the moſt excruci- 


ating torments. 
Platerus makes the ſame obſervation : 


This bile, ſays he, penetrating and ſoak- 
| 2 10g 
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ing into the very ſubſtance of the inteſ- 


tines, burns, vellicates and deſtroys them; 


and by its lodgment there, brings on vio- 


lent pains, which by their conſtant ir- 
ritation affect the whole nervous ſyſtem, 


and produce convulſions and palſies. 
Spigelius and Riverius ſay the ſame 


thing in almoſt the very ſame words. 


The bile diſcharged on the coats of the 
inteſtines, and imbibed by them, brings 


on ſharp pains and the Co/ic, ſo little 


known to the ancients, when, upon ac- 


count of obſtruction it cannot paſs by 


the common paſſages, but is ſuddenly 


driven by an unnatural motion to the 
abdominal membranes. Hence ariſes a 


moſt intenſe pain reſembling the colic, 


which, giving way to no medicinal appli- 


cation, is only relieved by a ſupervening 


palſy. 


Citgſius obſerves, that women of ten- 
der conſtitutions, who are broke down 


with 
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with grief, become paralytic after vio- 
lent convulſive colics. | 

Wepfer illuſtrates this obſervation hy. 
the following caſe: A perſon detained 
in priſon twelve years became dull and 
| melancholy, and was ſeized with an iſ- 
churia, attended with coſtiveneſs and co- 
lic; a palſy enſued, which was reliev- 
ed by a bilious diarrhœa. A gentleman, 
inconſolable for the loſs of an only daugh- 
ter, fell into a melancholy. Burning 
carbuncles on his ſkin certainly denoted a 
black bile ; after ſome time he felt very 
dreadful colic pains, attended with the 
moſt obſtinate conſtipation of the belly ; 
which were ſucceeded by a pally of the 
arms. Taking freely of the ſpring juices, 
and drinking Spa-water, happily cured 
him. The year after, upon ſome unlucky 
occaſion, he had a return of his melan- 
choly fit, which again brought on his 
pains and pally. 


G 3 I have 
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I bave myſelf had frequent opportu- 
nities of making the ſame obſervati» 


Ons. 


SA P. I. 


The eighth remote Cauſe. Paſſions 
of the Mind. 


IVERIUS obſerves, that he had 
often ſeen palſies ſupervene colics, 
corefibned by violent paſſion. 

There are but few practitioners in 
phyſick, who have not ſeen the wonder- 
ful effects which the paſſions of the mind 
have upon the nerves, eſpecially the epi- 
gaſtric and meſaraic: they have an amaz- 
ing power over all the ſphincters of the 
body; nay, do they not even deſtroy the 
Proportion the veſſels bear, between their 
trunks and ramifications? Sometimes 
they promote, at others obſtruct, inter- 
nal and external perſpiration,ſweat, urine, 
ſtools, tears, nay the very ſemen. Paſſion 

5 will 
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will affect one man's ſtomach, another's 
belly, and this by either relaxing or con- 
ſtringing. What happens in the larger 
parts, will alike happen in the moſt mi- 
nute; thus are the mucous villous coats of. 
the gland conſtringed, the gaſtric and en- 
teric juice is obſtructe d, the papillæ be- 
come inactive, which, in hypochondriac 
and hyſteric people, are wonderfully irri- 
table, they draw the yielding nerves into 
Conſent, ſpaſms, convulſions ; epilepſies 
enſue, and if the cauſe continues for a 
time, the poor wretches become para- 
Iytic. In the year 1741 J attended a 
very worthy friend; he had one of the 
moſt tender and delicate conſtitutions I 
ever met with; his underſtanding was 
quick, but he was of a very haſty diſpoſi- 
tion, ſubject upon the leaſt ruffle to great 
anxiety at the præcordia, to be coſtive, 
to haye ſevere colics, which generally 
ended in a palſy of his hands: being of 


an amorous complexion, he had frequent 
4 noc- 
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nocturnal pollutions, which are ſo very 
deſtructive to the nerves: for two years 
did he; as it were, ſtruggle with death, 
at length, however, worn down by ſtrong 
epileptic fits, he lay eight days bydropho- 
bous : this moſt ſhocking ſymptom I ob- 
ſerved in the laſt ſcene of his life ; his 
ſleep was diſturbed and frightful, attend- 
with a twitching of the nerves, an amaz- 
ing anxiety at the præcordia, and pain- 
ful, heavy reſpiration,” and dreadful hor- 
ror at the fight of liquids, which, upon 
the ſlighteſt touch with the lips, threw 
him into the moſt unſpeakable agonies, 
tremors, and ſury. His tongue was rough 
and black, his mouth yawned, and he 
howled and barked like a dog, his voice 
was hoarſe. His mouth was full of a 
thin froth, which he ſpit grinning hor- 
ribly at the by-ſtanders ; he loſt his eye- 
fight, and his eyes were greatly blood- 
ſhot, he nevertheleſs would wildly feel 
about him with tremulous hands, in or- 

| | der 


Du BeLLy-Acn. 89 


der to bite any of the attendants he could 
lay hold of; at length a cold ſweat, the 
welcome harbinger of death, came on, 
and put an end to all his miſeries. 
About three years before this I ſaw 
ſuch another caſe, except the hydrophobia, 
in a very beautiful lady, who being al- 
moſt worn out with fatigue during a cloſe 
and affectionate attendance upon her huſ- 
band during his indiſpoſition, was ſeized 
with all theſe ſymptoms, upon a ſudden 
fright, on ſeeing one of her ſervants 
wounded and bloody. I alſo knew a 
very delicate lady, who, upon the ſlight- 
eſt occaſion, fell into colic pains, epi- 
lepſy, and pally. 

Thoſe who are too much addicted to 
venery, are frequently expoſed to theſe 
diſorders. And no wonder, fince a too 
free uſe of amorous dalliances is one cauſe 
of the Corica PicTonuM: it ſeems, 
however, a more remote one, inaſmuch 


as it wonderfully increaſes the motion 
and 
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and irritability of the nerves, and in 
that particular acts as a prediſpoſing 
cauſe. . 


r 
The diagnoſtic Signs of the Col Ic 


PicTONUM. 


TE ſhall eaſily and very readily ac- 
: count for the diagnoſtic ſymp- 
' toms, from either of the foregoing cauſes. 
| Before the pain comes on, the pati- 
ent generally feels a weight and uneaſi- 
neſs either in the umbilical or gaſtric re- 
gion; ſometimes, though that very rare- 
ly, in the hypogaſtric, about the Joins, 
hypochondria, eſpecially on the right 
fide, and the inteſtines, He becomes 
heavy and melancholy, breathes ſhort and 
hard, and frequently ſighs; his eyes are 
dull, and face pale.—The pains now 


ſeem to be ſomething eaſier, but are con- 
tinual, 


Day BtLiLyY-Acn. 01 
tinual, tho” ſcarce diſcernible, from the 
former weight and uneaſineſs. His appe- 
tite begins to fall off, his thirſt encreaſes ; 
his belly is coſtive, and he diſcharges but 
very ſmall quantities of urine, and all 
this is attended with a loathing ; a nauſea 
ſucceeds, and encreaſes with the pain, 
which is now continual : belchings enſue, 
and the periſtaltic motion of the inteſ- 
tine: is inverted. —Next follow frequent 
inclinations to vomit, giving momentary 
relief, but the pains ſoon return, attended 
with vomiting. The abdomen, eſpecially 
the umbilical region, is drawn inward, A 
fever comes on, with a flow creeping pulſe, 
and a tumbling and toſſing about the bo- 
dy, great anguiſh, hiccup, teneſmus, ſup- 
preſſion of urine, and ſpaſm of the anus 
and urinary bladder. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XVII. 
The prognoſtic Signs of the CoLica 


PicTONUM. 


F theſe recited ſymptoms hold for a 
time, the body waſtes away, the 
voice becomes hoarſe and weak, nay fre- 
quently is entirely loſt. The limbs, both 
the upper and lower, burn with pain, 
while thoſe of the belly become eaſier. 
The patient, deceived by this interval 
of eaſe, and hoping for a better fate, 
ſuddenly feels his limbs fail him, and 
in a little time after he becomes totally 
relaxed. Nor is this the period of their 
miſery; for very often reſpiration be- 
coming difficult, convulſions and epilep- 
fies, (the internal as well as external 
ſenſes being entirely deſtroyed) will ſhake 
the human frame, attending or rather 
ſucceeding upon a tingling of the ears, 


a dim- 
I 
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a dimneſs of fight or ſparks of fire glar- 
ing before the eyes. The atrophy en- 
creaſes, and a loſs of voice, dyſpnæa, 
blindneſs, phrenitis, and lethargy, fore- 
tel n death. 


A, 
An anatomical Inſpefion of the 
Boay. 


HYSICIANS are too well ac- 
quainted with the uncertainty of 
anatomical enquiries, ſo as to judge with 
preciſion between a cauſe and its effect, 
Sometimes, in inveſtigating the one, we 


frequently loſe fight of the other, and 
this is more particularly true in diſ- 
eaſes of the nerves : for this reaſon it is, 
why in perſons who, have died of the 
CoLica PicToNuM,we have found little 
elſe upon diſſection, but the colourleſs in- 
teſtines diſtended with flatus. 


Senac, 
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_ . » Senac,, that moſt able anatomiſt, who 
has ſo very accurately written upon the 
diaphragm and the heart, diſſected above 
fifty perſons, who died of the Corica 
PicToNuM ; and yet, in his letters to 
me upon that ſubject, he honeſtly con- 
feſſes that he could find nothing there, 
which afforded any light to lead us to 
the cauſe of the diſeaſe. 6 
 Fernelius opened the corpſe of a pain- 
ter ; his liver, ſpleen, ſtomach, and kid- 
neys were perfectly ſound, there was nei- 
ther obſtruction in the gall bladder, nor 
any quantity of morbid matter lodged in 
the meſentery, or in any other part what- 
ever, which could give room to account 
for the cauſe of his indifpoſition. But 
if any of the remote canſes which 
have been mentioned in the foregoing | 
chapters, occafion this Colic, we then 
frequently are thoroughly ſatisfied upon 
inſpection. 


In 
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In the year 1592, the body of a Fran- 
ciſcan friar, who died of this complaint, 
was opened ; the membranes of the je- 
junum were turgid with an æruginous 
bile, much diſtended, very near the re- 
gion of the liver: The coats of the 
inteſtine appeared ſoaked with a thin 
' bile, nor was the epiploon, which was 
coloured with it, free from the infec- 
tion; the coats of the inteſtine diſtend- 
ed with wind, and near deſtroyed by the 
acrimony of the bile,” were almoſt torn 
to pieces, the external coat ariſing from 
the peritonizum was the only entire part 
el.. 1 
After I had received Senac's letters, I 
opened the bodies of two patients who 
died of this Colic, which was brought 
upon them by melancholy, in confe- 
quence of many troubles.—lI found the 
concave. part of the liver, and the parts 
adjacent, tinged with a blackiſh green 
—_ | 
The 
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The following year I examined the 
body of a perſon who died of a ſcorbu- 
tic Colic: the naked papillæ appeared 
every where excoriated from the ſharp- 
neſs of the humours, and defect of the 
inteſtinal mucus, which ought to lubri- 
cate their inward coats, and the innu- 
merable veſſels of the inteſtines and me- 
ſentery were at the ſame time varicoſe, 
and contained a black blood. 


CHAP. XX. 
A ſhort Explanation of the Symp- 


zoms of the ColicA Picronun. 


I E following ſeem to be the moſt 

remarkable, as well as the moſt 
troubleſome ſymptoms attending the Co- 
LICA PICTONUM. 

1. A ſenſe of a diſagreeable weight and 
unea/neſs preceding the Colic pain, fore- 
bodes an impending ſpaſm, and a be- 
ginning contraction of the neryes ; the 

many 
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many excretory and ſecretory organs of 
the abdomen being conſtringed, the pro- 
greſſive motion of the humors muſt ne- 
eeſſarily be impeded; and as the reſiſt- 
ances encreaſe, ſo will the ſenſe of weight; 
and this will appear more evident, when 
we conſider what a conſent there is be- 
tween the abdominal and diaphragmatic 
nerves; and this will alſo ſufficiently ac- 
count for their contraction. The paſh- 
ons of the mind acting upon the epigaſ- 
tric nerves will have the like effect. 
2. A more laborious reſpiration. Since 
the lungs are not idiopathically affect- 
ed, this ſymptom depends principally 
upon the injured action of the dia- 
phragm ; it appears from the foregoing 
paragraph, that its nerves have a won- 
derful conſent with thoſe of the abdo- 
men. This is very obvious in hypochon- 
driacal complaints; for the breaſt being 
in no manner affected in this caſe, ſtill 


the patient complains of a difficulty of 
H breath- 
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breathing, attended with ſrequent ſigh- 
ing, in conſequence of the affection of 
the abdominal nerves. 

3. Abdominal pains are, and in fact 
ought to be, in a compound ratio with 
the irritating cauſe and number of the 
nerves more or leſs irritable : hence hy- 
pochondriacal and hyſterical people feel 
theſe pains and their effects in a more vi- 
olent degree than the ſtrong and hardy; 
the wonderful proviſion of nerves in the 
meſentery and inteſtines furniſhing their 
inward coats with an infinite number of 
villi, papillæ, and ſphincterulæ, impart 
alſo an amazing number of plexus's, which 
give that ſenſe of exquiſite pain to every 
part they irradiate; no wonder, therefore, 
that theſe irritated nerves ſhould cauſe 
ſpaſms, convulſions, and epilepſies. 

4. The belly bound, and the urine dif- 
charged in ſmall quantities, is the effect of 
a gradual increaſing ſpaſm. The periſtal- 
tic motion of the guts is ſtopped, and the 

| ner- 
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nervous cords of the inteſtinal tube con- 
ſtringed by this ſpaſm. The organ con- 
tinues exhaling and inhaling, the glands 
ſecrete no lubricating humor, the gaſtric 
and enteric juice is deficient, the villous 
membrane becomes dry, and the har- 
dened faces adhere to the juiceleſs, con- 
ſtrited inteſtinal tube. The bile ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the expulſion of the ſæces being 
wanting as an efficient cauſe, for all the 
ſecretions are obſtructed, the reſiſtance 
will be the greater, and baffle every en- 
deavor. The meſeraic nerves being ſpaſ- 
modically conſtringed, both the venal 
and hypogaſtric plexus formed from it, 
becoming rigid, will prevent the ſecre- 
tion and excretion of the urine. If the 
coſtiveneſs prove obſtinate, and the cauſe 
of the ſpaſm encreaſed, the very tendi- 
nous ligaments of the colon, which extend 
themſelves up to the rectum, contracts, 
and the anus will be drawn back. 


II 2 5. Nau- 
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5. Nauſea, belching, vomiting, ariſe 
more or leſs from the ſame cauſe; fince 
even a ſlight convulſion of the fauces, 
cſophagus,. ſtomach, inteſtines, and a 
vain endeavor to puke, will bring on a 
nauſea, 1 

If convulſions of the ſphincter of the 
ceſophagus, of the eſophagus itſelf, the 
upper and lower orifice of the ſtomach 
and bowels, ſtop the elaſtic air but 
for one moment, and emit it again in 
the next, a belching will be the conſe- 
quence. If the muſcular fibres of the 
fauces, ſtomach, bowels, diaphragm, and 
abdominal muſcles, be ſtrongly convulſed, 
a vomiting will enſue, and the very in- 
teſtines and other viſcera will diſcharge 
themſelves that way. During this inter- 
val the periſtaltic motion 1s not ſtopped, 
but inverted ; for the animal body is ſo 
conſtructed, that thoſe things which are 
injurious to it are waſhed away by a rich 
lymph, or are carried off ſpontaneouſly by 


{tool or vomit. 


* 
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5. A retrotraction of the abdomen hap- 
pens in conſequence of the contraction of 
the inteſtines, and of the whole contents 
of the abdomen. The meſentery ariſing 
from the loins, ſo rich with plexus's of 
the intercoſtal nerves, ſpaſmodically drawn 
towards the fixed point of its origination, 
draws back the abdomen itſelf, the in- 
teſtines, peritonæum; the very abdominal 
muſcles become contracted, and the abdo- 
minal ſyſtem of veins and ſerous and lym- 
phatic veſſels being emptied by this con- 
vulſive contraction, draws the ſubſiding 
abdomen towards the ſpine of the back. 
6. 4 flow fever, from the irritation of 
the nerves, and an almoſt ever attending 
pain, occaſioned by the acrimony of the 
humors daily encreaſing. The obſtruct- 
ed, lacteal, and abſorbent veſſels, prevent 
the ingreſs of the chyle, nor permit a re- 
novation of humors.—The depauperated 
blood becomes gradually more and more 
acrimonious, and in proceſs of time ſu- 


H 3 perla- 
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perlatively ſo; and this it is that produces 
this ſymptom. 

7. An atrophy, i in conſequence of the 
continual vomiting, which prevents nu- 
trition. This, if it perſevere, is the ſame 
thing as if the patient were ſtarved : the 
want of fleep will alſo aggrayate this 
ſymptom. Some animals have been nou- 
riſhed by ſleep, even without the inter- 
vention of meat or drink; and if we will 
believe what Martial fays, have even 
grown fleck and fat. 


Tota mihi dormitur hyems, & pinguior illo 
Tempore ſum, quo me nil nifi ſomnus alit. 
Book 13. Epigr. 59. 


Too much watching, on the contrary, 
diſſipates the ſpirits, dries the body, thick- 
ens the humors, and makes them acri- 
monious ; theſe ſtimulate the ſolids, en- 
creaſe motion, and bring on a fever. 

8. Diminution of voice, hoarſeneſs, and 
entire le fs of i it, becauſe the mucus, which 

ſhould 
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ſhould line the throat, is wanting, and 
the nerves are relaxed. The voice is form- 
ed by the expulſion of the air contained 
in the lungs, by means which contract 
the thorax : confined in the aſpera arte- 
ria, bell-like ventricles, and thence in 
the glottis, it becomes tremulous, ſono- 
rous, and clear, by the intervention of the 
recurrent nerves. The agility of the 
muſcles of the glottis, the very opportune 
relaxation of the ligaments deſtined to 
connect the cartilages of the larynx, the 
greater and leſſer aperture of the glottis, 
and the lubricating juice of the thyroide 
gland, make the voice fonorous. If theſe 
be all of them injured, it brings on a di- 
minution of the voice; if they be entire- 
ly deficient, they totally deſtroy it. The 
deſtruction of the mucus, and relaxation 
of the nerves, will very eaſily account for 
every phænomenon obſervable in the Co- 
LICA PICTONUM. 


H4ai 9. Palſy 
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9. Palſy of the limbs, the effect of a 
continual ſpaſm of the nerves, ariſing 
from their calloſity. The nerves iſſuing 
from the cranium receive their covering 
from the dura meninx. A moſt fine va- 
por exhales between this and the nerve, 
whereby a concretion is prevented. Na- 
ture very wiſely uſes the ſame precaution 
with the tendons, in order to prevent 
their adheſion to the coats. If this moi- 
ſture be wanting, a concretion will hap- 
pen in both caſes, the tendons will be- 
come motionleſs, the organical action of 
the nerves will be deſtroyed, and the 
limbs become ſtiff, rigid, and uſeleſs. 
The muſcles deſtined for the movement 
of the ſhoulders loſe their fleſhy ſub- 
ſtance ; then thoſe alſo which move the 
arm and ulna; the carpus and metacar- 
pus and phalanges, will ſhrink and fall 
away. The tendons are fo faſtened by 
the vaginz, as to be ſtiff from the ſhoul- 
der down to the very tips of the fingers. 


The 
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The feet, tibia, and thighs are in the ſame 
condition: this produces a more or leſs 
perfect palſy. In ſome, tho the motion 
be deſtroyed, the fenſes remain entire; fo 
that the common extenſors of the fin- 
gers, the ſupinatores and extenſores of the 
thumbs, and the abductores and adducto- 
res firſt loſe their motion. If the feet be- 
come paralytic, the extenſores of the legs 
will be firſt affected; ſo that the poor 
patient can move his leg, though with 
ſome difficulty, either way: yet is he un- 
able to ſtand. But where the palſy is 
complete, the upper and lower extremi- 
ties are entirely deprived of ſenſe and 
motion; hang pendulous, and perfectly 
uſeleſs to the body, which ſhrinks to a 
mere ſkeleton. | 
It were happy could we as eaſily ac- 
count for all the ſurprizing phænomena, 
as we can recount them. But we are 
circumſcribed by limits which it is not 
in our power to paſs —£ The nerves, 


through 


106 CoLica PicToNnuM ; or, 


through the_continuance of the diſorder, 
become callous, and the farther they 
are diſtant from the brain the ſooner 
they periſh, The blood deprived of its 
ſpirits preſerves thoſe parts moſt conti- 
guous to the brain, while thoſe at a di- 


ſtance from it chiefly ſuffer. This is 
remarkably obſervable in ſcorbutic per- 
ſons who loſe the uſe of their hands and 
feet upon the lighteſt touch of a colic. 

Does the communication of the abdo- 
minal nerves of the neck with the bra- 
chial, explicitly account for a palſy of the 
arms? Or will the troubleſome paſlage 
of the crural nerve in its traverſe from 
the abdomen through the middle pſoas 
muſcle determine why the thigh, leg and 
feet, ſhould be relaxed? Though we are 
not perfectly clear upon this ſubject, yet 
are we not entirely deprived of ſome 
light by which we may unravel theſe 


| phenomena, 


10. Con- 
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10. Convulfions and epileptic fits. This 
may be eaſily underſtood when we conſi- 
der the great diſtribution of nerves in the 
abdomen. The large ſympathics, ar 
intercoſtal nerves, in order to join the 
fifth and ſixth pair, ſeem to aſcend to- 
wards the anterior parts with the in- 
ternal carotid. Now the angle of con- 
junction is ſo acute as to preyent their 
being miſtaken for the recurrents. What 
therefore is taken for the original de- 
ſcending branch of the nerve is nothing 
more than the aſcending branch, which 
ramifying within the cranium would join 
itſelf to the abovementioned nerves. The 
intercoſtals, called the great ſympathics, 
run near the vertebræ, at the root of the 
tranverſe apophyſes, and the internal la- 
teral ſurface of the os ſacrum. They are 
divided through their whole extent, as 
ſo many cords, into various ganglions; 
they communicate from the back part 
by ſmall collateral branches with the 

| ganglions 
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ganglions of the ſpinal marrow; from the 
forepart, however, they furniſh the gan- 
glions with branches of their own. Theſe 
ganglions differ in ſize, color, and con- 
ſiſtence, and are as it were ſo many ori- 
- ginations of the largeſt ſympathic pair. 
The fuperior, called cervical, is the big- 
geſt, though the ſofteſt, in ſhape reſem- 
bling an olive, longitudinally placed near 
the pharynx, at the root of the three 
upper vertebrz of the neck. From the 
top of the ganglion riſes a nerve which 
enters the ſcull with the internal carotid; 
but the ganglion adheres to the trunk 
of the eighth pair by means of ſmall fi- 
bres or threads,—Either way, however, 
it communicates by very ſhort branches 
with the firſt, ſecond, and third cervical, 
and even with the branch of the eighth 
pair, as far as the larynx. In its paſſage 
it affords ſmall branches to the pharynx, 
carotid artery, and at length ſends a pret- 
ty conſiderable one to the breaſt, From 


the 
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the lower part of the ganglion ariſes a 
ſmall branch deſcending over the anteri- 
or vertebral muſcles of the neck, adher- 
ing, encloſed, as it were, in one ſheath, 
to the eighth pair and carotid artery, as 
far as to the laſt vertebra of the neck. 
The nerve deſcending from the back 
part ſenſibly becoming larger joins the 
third, fourth, fifth, and often the fixth 
cervical pair, the oblique ſmaller ramifi- 
cations intermixing with them. Juſt by 
the laſt. vertebra of the neck, near the 
lower cervical ganglion, inflected towards 
the exterior parts by the ſubclavian arte- 
ry, proceeds the ſo called dorſal, and 
forms a larger ganglion ; both theſe gan- 
glions communicate with the vertebral 
nerves by the intervention of ſmall ra- 
mifications. 
The laſt cervical ganglion, and ſome- 
times the firſt dorſal, gives a branch to the 
large recurrent nerve: hence riſes a ner- 


vous cord, which accompanies a branch 
of 
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of the eighth pair near the axillary and 
carotid artery, and goes off towards the 
plexus pulmonaris; thence it paſſes to the 
trunk of the intercoſtal, and eighth pair, 
to the cardiac plexus, the left recurrent 
nerve to the heart, and its parts adjacent, 
&c. Under the firſt dorſal ganglion a 


trunk deſcends over the ligaments which 
connect the ribs to the vertebrz. Then 


deſcending between both ribs, it receives 
Aa ganglion, with which, by means of a 
double and very ſhort thread, it commu- 
nicates from behind with the coſtal and 
next dorſal nerve. Towards the lower 
parts it generally ſends five branches, be- 
fore it paſſes the laſt dorſal vertebra. Theſe 
ramifications uniting form one large cord; 
collaterally as it were perforating the di- 
aphragm, firſt furniſhing its convex ſur- 
face with a few fibrillæ. It alſo affords 
ſome to the concave part, and forms a 
kind of ganglion juſt aboye the kidney, 
called the plexus ſemilunaris, The right 

and 
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and left ganglion near the ſtomach above 


the cœliac artery communicates with the 
eighth pair. | 


There is alſo a kind of intermediate 
plexus called celiac, which ſurrounds the 
celiac artery, and furniſhes the meſoco- 
lon with ſmall nervous fibrils. 


An hepatic plexus ariſes alſo on the 
right fide, which joins ſome ſmall branches 
of the diaphragmatic nerve, and furniſhes 
the hepatic arteries, vena portarum, gall- 
bladder, duodenum, pancteas, and ſuper- 
renal glands, with nerves. On the left 
fide the ſemilunar ganglions form the 
ſplenic plexus, which, by the interven- 
tion of the plexus ſtomachicus commu- 
nicating with the eighth pair, embraces 
the ſplenic artery, and Paſſes into the 
pancreas and fpleen. 


From both the ſemilunar ganglions 
iſſue branches, which, united by the fi- 
brillz of the lumbal ganglions, form the 

2 ; tre- 
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renal plexus, furniſhing the ſpermatic 
veſſels with ſmall nerves. 

This renal plexus, together with the 
ſemilunar, greatly contributes towards 
the formation of the large meſeraic 


plexus. 

Theſe two ſemilunar ganglions i imme- 
diately under the diaphragm mutually 
ſend out nervous branches, which con- 
ſtitute the rete plexiformie. 

The large ſolar plexus, as it is called, 
| here and there diſperſes nervous fibrillæ 
about the meſocolon, meſentery, and dia- 
phragm, and forms a kind of covering 
to the fuperior meſeraic artery, almoſt 
to its moſt ultimate branches, which it 
every where accompanies quite to the 
inteſtines and meſeraic glands. 

This ſuperior meſeraic plexus is chief- 
ly compoſed of the hepatic and renal 
gland, and ſemilunar ganglion, and fur- 
niſhes the lower meſeraic artery with 


a truly nervous coat, which accomſſſinics 
the 


- 
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the artery, and ſends its branches to the 
vety inteſtines, which is a very remark- 
able circumſtance. To this coat and its 
proceſſes we give the appellation of plex- 
us of the lower meſentery. Below again, 
from the ſame origin, riſes a third plexus 
called hypogaſtric, juſt above the laſt dor- 
fal vertebra, terminating in two com- 
preſſed ganglions, which embrace the hin- 
der part of the rectum; this gives branches 
to the inteſtine, urinary bladder, ſper- 
matic veſſels, and all the parts contained 
in the pelvis. | 

The collateral branch being ſent out, 
the intercoſtal becomes ſmaller, and flant- 
ingly perforates the lower muſcle of the 
diaphragm, but, preſently joining the 
branches of the two lower dorſals, it 
grows larger: then deſcending be- 
tween the pſoas muſcle and the neigh- 
bouring tendons of the leſſer muſcle of 
the diaphragm, juſt at the extremity of | 
the osfacrum, the left and right join, 

I and 
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and ſend ſmall branches to the muſcles 
of the rectum, os coccygis, together with 
the laſt nerves of the os ſacrum. 

To ſet this matter in a till clearer 
| light, we are to obſerve, that all the 
nerves iſſuing out of the ganglions being 
higher in color, and ſofter in conſiſtence 
than thoſe that enter into them, put off 
the coat they received from the dura me- 
ninx, and aſſume a new one ſofter than 
that the ganglions ſupply them with ; by 
which they are equally defended in their 
progreſſion as by the former: and en- 
creaſing in number as they iſſue forth, 
having entirely loſt the membrane which 
had originally connected them together, 
they ſpread themſelves on all ſides into 
many branches like the radii of a circle 
from its center.—PFor thus the meſerarc 
ganglion diffuſes nervous branches to all 
the inteſtines, but the ſemilunar ganglion 
to the liver, ſpleen, kidneys, as well as 
to all the abdominal viſcera. Below the 


gan- 
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ganglion, the ſoftneſs and tenderneſs of 
the nerves in the abdomen, where they 
are ſafely lodged, ariſes from their ly- 
ing ſoaking, as it were, in a vapor bath; 
and nature therefore has formed gangli- 
ons no where but in the abdomen, or 
within the bones where the nerves, lie 
concealed : the reſt of the nerves, heing 
defended by the coat of the meninx, are 
without ganglions. This neurological di- 
greſſion, throwing great light on the di- 
agnoſtic of this diſtemper, accounts for 
all its phenomena, and points out the 
true theory of convulſions and epileptic 
ſhocks *. 

Wepfer's admirable obſervations con- 
cerning the conſent of the nerves, and 


the convulſions, which infants newly born 


are ſubject to, from an acid contained in 
their tender ſtomachs and bowels, evi- 


dently demonſtrate this matter. The 


* See Euſtachius, Tab. xviii. Albinus, and Vieuſ« 
ſens's Neurographia, chap. 5. Tab. xxiii. 


I 2 whole 
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Whole human frame muſt ſuffer convul- 
five ſpaſms whenever the meſeraic nervous 
plexus is irritated, - 

It would greatly raiſe our admiration, 
if we conſidered the conſent of the parts, 
even the moſt remote, with the part af- 
fected: how often do we obſerve a difh- 
culty in deglutition, attended with a con- 
vulſion of the muſcu/i adducentes of the 
lower jaw, a ſþaſmus cynicus, and a lock- 
ed jaw, ſeveral days after caſtration and 
the herniotomia? Bliſters applied to the 
ſoles of the feet have been frequently 
known to relieve epileptics. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Mature ſometimes performs the 
Cure. 


DkRokT ſays, that the nuns of a 
certain monaſtery owed their ſafe- 
ty to their quitting the place entirely, 

Citeſius obſerves, that all the monks 
and capuchins he ſent away from Poic- 
tou, were perfectly reſtored, without the 
aſſiſtance of medicine, 

Wepfer relates the caſe of a perſon who 
had loſt the uſe of his limbs, but recover- 
ed perfectly, tho' medicines had in no 
ſhape whatever been adminiſtred. But, 
what 1s almoſt incredible, declares he 
once obſerved a palſy cured by a ſpontane- 
ous bilious diarrhaa. This very remark- 
able obſervation is not confirmed by the 
authority of any one phyſician to my 
knowledge: a ſymptom fo little agreeing 
with the nature of this diſeaſe, and ſo 

13 re- 
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repugnant to every phznomenon, that 
nothing could engage the belief of it, but 


the known candor and undoubted autho- 


rity of ſo great a phyſician. I confeſs, for 
my own part, I never, during the long 
courſe of my practice, ſaw or heard of the 
like. But I have very frequently ſeen 
unhappy objects upon their return into 


Europe from Surinam, after having ſuffer- 
ed greatly from pain and loſs of limbs, who 


ſoon after their arrival quitting the ſhore, 
and getting into a fine country air, have 


recovered ſurprizingly faſt. 


CHAP. 
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CH: AP. :- XXL 


Of the Cure of the Cos Ic Pic- 
TONUM by Art. 


A LL that I have related with regard 
to the various remote cauſes of 

the CoLica PicToxnum being duly con- 
ſidered, and that too ſupported by the 
obſervations of men of the firſt eminence 
in the profeſſion, as well as corroborated 
by my own experience, who can vainly 
imagine that the ſame method of treat- 
ing this diſtemper will anſwer every con- 
tingency ? Reaſon, as well as experience, 
will undoubtedly direct us to have an eye 
to every remote cauſe; if the proximate 
cauſe were only attended to, I much fear 
the cure would be unhappily managed. 
One and the ſame medicine cannot poſſi- 
bly ſucceed where there are ſo many dif- 


tering cauſes, which moſt aſſuredly de- 
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mand different treatment. In order to 
proceed methodically, I ſhall endeavour 
to point out a cure adapted to every re- 
mote cauſe. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Of the Cure of the firſt remote 
dae 


HE acrid bile long retained in the 
liver and its adjacent parts, and 
| diffuſed all over the meſentery and inteſ- 
tines, contracting a ſtill ſharper acrimo- | 
ny from it lodgment, vellicates the ner- 
vous parts, and irritates the nervous 
| plexus. If it penetrates into the cavity 
of the abdomen, it abrades the defending 
mucus, denudates the papillz; theſe be- 
ing irritated will produce the moſt obſti- 
nate ſpaſms in the ſecretory and excre- 
tory organs, attended with conſtipation 
of the bowels, colic pains, nauſea, and 
vo- 
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vomiting. The exhaling veſſels and mu- 
caus glands ſo neceſſary to defend the pa- 
pille being criſpated, the mucus and 
moiſture: will be wanting, and conſe- 
quently a palſy will enſue upon the colic. 
In the progreſs of this diſeaſe, the effect 
of which is loſs of ſtrength, bleeding 
will certainly be injurious, and ſo indeed 
will be ſtrong purges, which, like vomits, 
act by irritation : all irritating medicines, 


whether internally or externally applied, 


are hurtful, The ſpaſm is to be remov- 
ed, and the morbid matter gradually 
to be conveyed from the relaxed emunc- 
tories, downwards. — By this eaſy method 
the convulſion will be removed; in con- 
ſequence of which the belly will be fo- 
luble, internal perſpiration reſtored, and 
a mild lubricating mucus regenerated. 

The belly ſhould be fomented with an 
emollient fotus, and a very ſoft cataplaſm; 
lenient clyſters ſhould be thrown up eve- 
ry two hours. Flowers of the moſt emol- 
lient 
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lient kind, barley, crumbs of bread, oat- 
meal, flowers of marſhmallows, mallows, 
linſeed oil, freſh butter, afford the rea- 
dieſt and ſimpleſt materials for that pur- 
pole. Theſe are to be very frequently 
and copiouſly repeated. Semicupia are 
of infinite uſe, whether prepared with 
warm water, or milk and water. The 
electarium e caſia cum manna, mixed 
with an equal quantity of oleum amyg- 
dalarum dulcium, is the beſt purge that 
can be given,—lf the patient takes two 
or three drachms of it in four ounces of 
warm whey,every third or fourth hour, he 
will probably find happy effects from it 
about the third day, the belly then gene- 
rally becoming ſoluble : repeated expe- 
rience authorizes this method, as it has 
proved ſucceſsful, and is therefore adopt- 
ed by moſt gentlemen of the faculty. 

Citefius incautiouſly adminiſtring rougher 
' purges, was ſoon convinced of his error, 

upon finding they produced immenſe 
pain; 
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pain; and had recourſe to the milder 
medicines, ſuch as oil of olives, al- 
monds, ſolutive ſyrup of roſes, &c. theſe 
he continued for many days together, 
and it perfectly anſwered his intenti- 
ONS. 

By this method the colic pains will 
be greatly relieved : opiates in this caſe 
are not to be meddled with, for 
they only deceive the patient as well as 
the phyſician. Convulſions ariſing from 
a ſharp, acrid, viſcid and glutinous mat- 
ter, differ from thoſe occaſioned by other 
cauſes ; the effects of opiates in the for- 
mer caſe moſt ſurprizingly aggravate 
and prolong the diforder.—If the pati- 
ent was not coſtive before, he is ren- 
dered ſo by opiates, and this muſt be pre- 
vented as much as it is poſſible, 

When once the belly is rendered ſo- 
luble, we ſhould have recourſe to plen- 
tiful draughts of good freſh whey, if 
it is to be had, in order to prevent a 

relapſe, 
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relapſe, mild ſaponaceous juices, with- 
out ſalt, have their uſe.— All acrid ſab- 
ſtances are to be avoided; the juice of 
water pimpernel and dandelion are very 
excellent. 1 
Then, and not before, are the parts to 
be- dipped in ſome medicated ſpring, in 
order to ſtrengthen and recover their 
tone; the acidulæ are beſt : by theſe, in 
caſe any peccant matter ſtill lies lurking, 
will the parts be perfectly braced up. 


C H A P. XXIV. 


The Cure of the ſecond remote 
Cauſe. 


W HETHER the ſtomach and bow- 

els be injured by wine ſweeten- 
ed with litharge, by water impregnated 
with ceruſs, or by ſubtle poiſons ſwal- 
lowed down, the effects will be equally 
dangerous. 


The 
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The mucus and ſphincterulæ of the 
abſorbent, exhaling, and lacteal veſſels 
of the glands, the papillz deprived of the 
gaſtric enteric juice, and lubricating mu- 
cus, are irritated ; this irritation ſpread- 
ing to the meſentery, affects the nervous 
plexus; theſe draw the whole genus ner- 
voſum into conſent, upon which follow 
convulſions, attended with all the above 
related ſymptoms. | 

This diſorder frequently attacks per- 
ſons without any previous indiſpoſition; 
nay, ſometimes they are ſuddenly ſeized 
with the moſt alarming ſymptoms, tho' 
they were ſeemingly an inſtant before 
in the moſt perfect good health. In this 
caſe, if the patient be plethoric, bleeding, 

even repeatedly, is allowable ; but if the 
patient be weak, omit it abſolutely. 

In the very beginning vomits may be 
of ſervice, but they are hurtful after- 
wards : where they are proper, they 
are preferable to the rougher purges, 

which 
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which are more irritating, yet more 
doubtful in their effects ;—the hurry of 
ſpirits excited by vomits, an opiate will 
eaſily quiet. 

Soft emollient epithems, cataplaſms, 
and fomentations, ſhould be inſtantly ap- 
plied to the abdomen, and relaxing oily 
clyſters repeatedly thrown up. Semicu- 
_ Pia are of great uſe. After the opiates, 
gentle and eaſy purgatives, ſuch as men- 
tioned above, ſhould be adminiſtered, by 
which the bowels will be rendered ſolu- 
ble; the rougher purges, on the contra- 
ry, would rather conſtipate. Whey, or 
milk and water, may be drank freely. 
Milk, whether of an aſs, mare or goat, 
1s our excellent antidote, and will often 
perform the cure without any other me- 
dicine.—Citeſius knew its happy effects 
in this caſe, and Fernelius confirms it by 
his own experience and obſervation. 

If, notwithſtanding all this, the pains 
ſhould continue violent, apply acrid bli- 

ſters 
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ſters to the legs and feet : for, of two 
pains, we had better ſubmit to the leaſt. 
It is ſcarce credible how immediately pa- 
tients are relieved by bliſters. This 7 
know to be a certain truth, from what J 
have myſelf ſeen in ſeveral caſes. 


c HAP. XXV. 
Cure of the third remote Cauſe. 


HE juice of moſt fruits newly 
preſſed contain an eſſential acid 
falt, by ſlo much the thicker and more 


copious, by how much ſourer the fruits 
are—theſe are very hurtful in the gout 
and rheumatiſm. The mucus of the bow- 
els waſhed away by their ſaponaceous 
quality, will lay the nerves bare. The 
bile itſelf becomes corrupted, hardens, 
and ſtagnating in the liver, is a farther 
cauſe of irritation, 


Long 


* 
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Long before this diſtemper ſhews itſelf 
by the violence of pain, the patients be- 
come languid, weak, pale, and cachec- 
tic; the red part of the blood is gradu- 
ally impoveriſhed : there is little room 
in this caſe, to ſuſpect a plethora,— 
Who would attempt bleeding, ſtrong vo- 
mits, or rough irritating purges? The 
diſtemper moves'on gradually, nor breaks 
out till it has firſt taken very deep root. 
The bile, the chief cauſe of this ſharp 
diſeaſe, rendered more acrid by its lodg- 
ment, admits of no rough methods, 
which would greatly injure the friable 
ſubſtance of the liver, the adjacent ner- 
vous parts, and hepatic plexus, which 
is very irritable, Laxatives alone ſhould 


be given, for irritating medicines would 
but bring on conſtipation. However, in 
order to diſlodge the bile from the liver, 
we may venture upon a grain or two of 
tartar emetic, diluted in a pretty large 
quantity of water ; but it muſt be done 

with 
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with care and prudence ; after which 
exhibit an opiate. 

Mild and emollient fomentations re- 
lieve the moſt obſtinate ſpaſms, oily and 
ſoft cataplaſms and clyſters repeatedly 
adminiſtered are of infinite advantage. 
In caſe the patients be weak, languid, 
and pale, abſtain from ſemicupia.——I 
twice ſaw edematous ſwellings happen 
in conſequence of ſuch treatment. R. 
Syr. roſ. ſolut. Fi. Ol. Amygd. d. Fllj, 
v. o. q. ſ. f. linctus, cochlearia duo lar- 
ga omni bihorio; this is a pretty ecco- 
protic, grateful, and pleaſant, and will 
fully anſwer the purpoſe intended. A 
ſpoonful of oil of olives has often an- 
ſwered moſt ſurprizingly: water-gruel, 
or barley water, ſweetened with ſyrup 
of marſhmallows, conſtitutes an agreea- 
ble, as well as wholeſome, beverage.— 
The acid in the firſt paſſages entirely 
diſclaims the uſe of aceſcents. If the 
body be open, and the pains relieved, 

K veal 
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veal broth boiled with barley will be 
proper, even milk will be ſafe and re- 
commendable, of the lighter fort, pro- 
vided it be mixed with Seiter water. 
We ſhould purſue this method for ſome 
time, ſo as to diſlodge the bile entire- 
ly from every part of the liver. Cha- 
lybeate waters, and riding on horſe- 
back, continued for a full month at 
leaſt, will contribute greatly towards the 
cure. Under theſe circumſtances we 
. ſhould be extremely careful how. we di- 
| rect bliſters, | 


CHAP. 
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Cure of the fourth remate Cauſe... 


HE finer parts of the blood Bing 
vitiated and conveyed into the 


ſmalleſt veſſels and nerves, when once 


they reach the abdominal viſcera; and af- 


fect the ſympathic nerves, will bring on 


nauſea, anxiety, vomit, belching, pain, 
convulfions, and a long train of ills;which 
accompany the colic, and eften the gout, 
or rheumatiſm, brought on by the ſame 
cauſe, though in a leſs degree. They 
both deſtroy the nerves, cauſe intolera- 
ble pain, and after a long ſeries of mi- 
ſery and torture, end in a pally. 

If the patient be of a full, plethoric 


habit, and ſtrong in conſtitution, bleed ; 


otherwiſe decline it. 
Sharp purges in this caſe are dange- 


rous; vomits almoſt abſolutely fatal: the 
K 2 ſub- 


La of, 
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ſubtile irritating humor ſhould be repel- 
led towards the ſkin and extremities—. 
How many have died by the unſkilful 
management of empirics, by the prepo- 
ſerous uſe of the lancet, and of the rougher 
purges, &c. ! 

Large bliſters ſhould be immediately 
laid on the calves of the legs, which 
ſhould be kept open; next apply cupping 
glaſſes to the ſoles of the feet, which re- 
peat night and morning; after theſe are 
removed, clap on plaiſters of galbanum. 
The thighs, legs, and feet,ſhould be gent- 
ly and warmly fomented, and the upper 
parts ſhould alſo be kept moderately 
warm. 

The abdomen ſhould be covered with 
a dry, warm, and ſoft bag, ſtuffed with 
camomile and elder flowers, and this 
ſhould be renewed every three hours, 
day and night conſtantly. 

The inteſtines ſhould be moved with 
lenient clyſters, and mild eccoprotics ; 


though 
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though the bowels indeed are of them- 
ſelves ſufficiently ſoluble, provided the 
convulſions be removed. 

Milk and water, milk of aſſes, mares, 
or goats, are of excellent uſe; there is 
not a diſeaſe in which it is more happily 
given than in this. 

When the pains are caſed, in order to 
recover ſtrength and reſtore the tone of 
the inteſtines, a glaſs of a ſmoeth generous 
wine may be allowed, given in frequent 
but very ſmall quantities : all ſharp, acrid, 
or ſaline things muſt be avoided. 

Riding on horſeback is very inſtrumen- 
tal towards a recovery, provided the air 
be neither damp or cold. 

The body ſhould be fo cloathed or co- 
vered as to promote an equable perſpira- 
tion. Relapſes frequently happen from 
an obſtructed perſpiration. | 


— 


[| 
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C H AP. XXVII. 
5 Cure of the hfth remote Cauſe, 


HEN the contents of the abdo- 
men are conſtringed with cold, 

and the perſpirable excrementitious hu- 
mor is repelled upon the viſcera, it in- 
jures the mild juices, which defend the 
nervous papillæ, by its acrimony 3 and 
brings on enormous colic pains, together 
with all- the melancholy conſequences 
which attend that diſeaſe. 


Tho ſtrong conſtitutions may frequent- 
ly ſurmount theſe miſchiefs, weak and 


puny ones will be greatly tried by them. 
Bleeding, therefore, will ſeldom be indi- 
cated, though it may ſometimes be ne- 
ceſſary. In this caſe it is the buſineſs of 
2 prudent phyſician to conſider the ſtate 
of his patient's ſtrength and urgency of 


the ſymptoms, before he has recourſe to 
| the 
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the lancet. Rough purges and ſtrong 
vomits are very injurious, They irritate, 
and conſequently aggtavate the ſpaſm, 
which brings on a terrible train oſ ſymp- 
toms, and an univerſal convulſion. The 
mildeſt oily eccoprotics are here requiſite. 
Bliſters, and thoſe pretty large ones, ſhould 
be immediately applied to the abdomen, 
and kept on according to the exigency of 
the diſorder : cupping glaſſes alſo are of 
great uſe. Emollient clyſters, with the 


infuſion of camomile flowers, are to be 


injected frequently.—A half grain of opi- 
um, and one grain of camphire, may be 
ſafely given every three hours, in caſe the 
pains be violent, with a large draught of* 
an infuſion of ſafſafras. Warm ſulphur 
baths are here of excellent uſe, and pre- 
ferable to every other application, and 


laſtly great care is neceſſary to promote 
perſpiration. | 
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Rx? xxva... 
Cure of the fixth remote Cauſe. 


A LL the humors being greatly hurt 
by a falt, alcaline acid, and ſcor- 
butic acrimony, will bring on the moſt 
horrid pains of the limbs, and violent 
colics, attended with a total relaxation of 
the limbs. There is not perhaps a diſ- 
eaſe ſo obſtinate or ſo difficult of cure as 
this: for it is not only that the mucus 
of the bowels is abraded as in other colic 
.complaints, but the very humors which 
conſtitute this mucus are vitiated and en- 
tirely deſtroyed. It muſt be obſerved, that 
It is the very nature of the ſcurvy to de- 
ſtrgy the mucilaginous parts of the blood, 
and to obſtruct all the mucous glands of 
the body in their office, Hence the ſtiffneſs 
of limbs, more eſpecially in their articu- 


lations, and ſharp darting night pains, 


Phyſi- 
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Phyſicians univerſally agree that bleed- 


ing in this caſe is deſtructive: experience 


farther confirms this practice; for the va- 


pid acrimonious humors eafily putrifying, 
the more they are robbed of their red 


parts, the more do they become acrid and 
putreſcent. Nor muſt we be miſled by the 
florid countenance of ſome ſcorbutic peo- 
ple, which ſeemingly denotes a pletho- 
ric fulneſs ; nor is it much to be wonder- 
ed at, that ſcorbutie patients frequently 
become hydropic. 

Here we are to have repeated recourſe 
to oleaginous, ſoft, and emollient fomen- 
tations, with which the abdominal parts 
are to be thoroughly well fomented. All 
acrid and rough purges are of bad ten- 
dency ; for the mucus, which defends the 
nervous papillæ of the tunica villoſa, is 
not only deficient, but whatever ſtill re- 
mains of it in the firſt paſſages is fo acri- 
monious, as ſurprizingly to irritate the 
nerves, and by that means to convulſe the 


ge- 
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genus nervoſum of the inteſtines by con- 
(ent. — The beſt remedy is manna, caſſia, 
- and oleum amygdalinum, to which may 
be added occaſionally ſome gum traga- 
canth, gum arabic, &c, drinking upon 
it ſome freſh whey.— And this ſhould 
be continued till the belly becomes ſo- 
luble. | 

Thovgh bliſters are not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially while the violent pains 
continue, yet are they not entirely to be 
laid aſide; for while they are kept open, 
they relieve the violence of the pain, and 
act as iſſues, by draining off the noxious 
humors. A ſpontaneous ſupervening ul- 
cer of the leg has often relieved this diſ- 
eaſe. The pain once ſurmounted, our 
next buſineſs ſhould be tocure the ſcurvy, 
and prevent a relapſe; for, unleſs we re- 
move the cauſe, the effect muſt neceſſa- 
rily remain. To treat this diſeaſe pro- 
perly and with judgment and ſucceſs, is 
far from being an eaſy taſk; and the dif- 

| ficulty 


þ 
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ficulty chiefly ariſes from its being ende- 
mic. The hydra's head will be for ever 
ſpringing up a-new.—Change of air and 
climate is more particularly neceſſary in 
this diſeaſe. 

Medicated ſprings may for that very 
reaſon have their uſe, eſpecially when 
drank at the fountain head. The air at 
thoſe places is, in general, more healthy, 
gives vigor to the patient, and contributes 
greatly to the virtues of the water; the 
chalybeates are the beſt. 


CHAT. 
Cure of the ſeventh remote Cauſe, 


Mixture of earth with the thick 

oily ſubſtance of the blood, de- 
prived of its moſt benign-parts, is the 
principal cauſe of melancholy: this, by 
its tenacity and acrimony, whilſt it is 
— in the hypochondriac veſſels, me- 
ſentery, 
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ſentery, and inteſtines, continually irri- 
tates the nerves, and is productive of the 
moſt terrible ſpaſms and obſtinate excru- 
ciating pains. It is, however, obſerva- 
ble that colic pains in melancholy ſub- 
jects, are not ſo ſharp, though the ſenſe 
of oppreſſion and anxiety is very great. 
I have ſeen many, who, tho' they ſcarce 
ever complained of pain, yet after long 
continued anxiety became paralytic. May 
not this happen becauſe the nerves pro- 
ceeding to the inteſtines (the papillæ re- 
maining uninjured) are in a continual 
ſpaſmodic ſtate, and therefore almoſt loſe 
the ſenſibility of any ſtricture? This is 
very certain that the pain is nothing 
equal either to the conſtipation of the 
bowels or pally. | 
Bleeding is very uſeleſs here; and as the 
cauſe is not recent, rough purges muſt be 
avoided, foraſmuch as they greatly irri- 


tate the nerves, excite perturbations, at 
the ſame time that they do not carry off 


the 
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the piteby matter. Vomits are equally 
noxious. An emollient fomentation with 
ſoap ſhould be applied to the whole ab- 
domen ; and a ſmooth oily clyſter with 
a ſmall quantity of honey frequently re- 
peated.— Gentle eccoprotics, joined with 
the juice of beccabunga, or ſome ſuch 
like ſaponaceous juice, ſhould be admini- 
ſtered, provided the nauſea will permit 
it. If there be a light acrimony it may 
be eaſily removed by directing draughts 
of whey mixed with the ſyr. roſ. ſolutiv. 
Whey is of great excellency in this diſor- 
order. Dire& warm baths, in which let 
the emollient herbs be boiled, with a light 
ſolution of foap. ES ON 

If notwithſtanding this, the patient ſtill 
continues coſtive, rub the whole abdo- 
men with the unguent. arthanitz every 
three hours, proceeding at the ſame time 
in the ſame manner with the abovemen- 
tioned things. 


| When 
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When the body is ſoluble have re- 
courſe to the warm acidulz, exerciſe on 
horſeback, and conſtant friction, eſpeci- 
ally of the abdomen. 


CH AP. XXX. 
ii of the eighth. remote Cane 


H E paſſions. of. the mind have an 

1 amazing effect on the very tender 
and delicate bodies of hypochondriac and 
hyſteric people, whoſe nerves are ſo ve- 
ry irritable as to conſtringe the exhaling 
and inhaling veſſels of the membrana 
villoſa, and prevent ſecretion and excre- 
tion. The papillz, deprived of their lu- 
bricating mucus, will be ſurprizingly irri- 
tated, and bring on epileptic fits, and this 
more particularly if they have been much 
hurt by briſk and acrid medicines. Bleed- 
ing in this caſe would be immediately 
fatal, rough purges and vomits highly 


dangerous, great caution is here very 
5 3 -- 
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neceſſary. The mind as well as the body 
ſhould be kept extremely ſtill and quiet, 
and the patient moved into a dark room 
free from all noiſe : opiates are neceſſary 
in order to calm the too much hurried 
ſpirits. | 
Warm pediluvia, plaiſters to the ſoles 
of the feet, and cupping glaſſes, are very 
neceſſary and proper, and fo are warm 
and emollient fomentations, both inter- 
nal as well as external, applied to the 
abdomen. ' 

In caſe of convulſive twitchings, bli- 
fters may be laid on the calves of the 
legs ; but they muſt not, be very ſharp, 
for the very acrid falts of the flies, ſhould 
they penetrate too deep, would irritate 
the delicate tender nerves too much, and 
ſo bring on the very pains we ought to 
prevent.— This may appear extraordina- 
ry to the young unwary practitioner, 
but experience, nevertheleſs, enforces the 
truth of this obſervation. 


Aſſes 
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Aſſes milk, and milk and water, ſhould 
be drank conſtantly, in which univerſal- 
ly diſſolve ſmall quantities of very pure 
manna. When the belly is ſoluble, ex- 
hibit paregorics ſparingly : the leaft er- 
ror now becomes of conſequence, 

_ Laſtly, ſtrengthen the nerves with bal- 
ſamic, nervous, though not ſpirituous 
medicines; direct the reſin of the bark 
with ſugar in ſmall doſes, and thoſe 
often repeated, drinking aſſes milk up- 
on it. 


CHAP. XXXI. 
The Cure of the Pally. 


F the pains become either naturally 

or artificially more chronic, and the 
convulſions continue, for want of that 
very fine vapor exhaling between the 
nerves and their coverings, the more di- 
ſtant nerves will gradually harden, in like 
manner as the tendons, which, being 
dry, 
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dry, adhere to the coats, and become ti- 
gid and motionleſs; and thus they both 
of them loſe their organic action. 

The relaxation of the limbs in the 
ſcurvy, which ſo frequently occurs, ariſes 
from a deficiency of the lubricating juice 
of the nerves and tendons; this clearly 
accounts for the proximate cauſe, ſucceſ- 
ſive progreſs, and different gradations of 
the palſy.— Hence alſo we are made to 
underſtand why a pally is fo difficult of x 
cure, and -why often incurable. 

The above inſtituted method will not 
effect a cure in this caſe ; for tho' every 
thing that ought to have been done with 
reſpect to the abdomen has not been 
wanting, we ſhall ſtill find the nerves ' 
and injured tendons by no means reſtor- 
ed, and the limbs continue relaxed; and 
tho' the cauſe of the colic be overcome, yet 
are the effects to be cured by ſome differ- 
ent means. a 


L If 
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Tf the caſe be recent, and has not taken 
too deep root, we may reſtore the organic 
powers. by emollients, fomentations, fric- 
tion, motion, vellicants, concutients, &c. 
Wrap up the limbs in the hot ſmoaking 
entrails ofanimals. This warm fotus, which 
is ſuperior to any other, ſhould be fre- 
quently repeated. Sulphur baths are moſt 
admirable : the waters of Bath both in- 
ternally as well as externally uſed, are of 
wonderful efficacy in almoſt every ſym- 
ptom of the CoLica PicToxnuM ; but 
in the palſy ariſing from it more eſpecially, 
This is happily experienced by numbers 
of patients who reſort hither for that pur- 
poſe, and is further illuſtrated by the 
books of our hoſpital, where I find in the 
year 1762 nine cured, eleven much better ; 
in the year 1763 twelve cured, ſeven much 
better. 
It will not, 1 hope, be thought im- 
proper here to obſerve the difficulties, 
the phy/icians, as well as the ſprings lie 
| under 
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under from the managed or ill-adviſed 


method moſt people purſue at this place, 
who ſtint themſelves to time, which they 
meaſure out as they do their glaſſes: and 
if (as indeed no other can be well expect- 
ed) no immediate benefit ariſes, the doc- 
tor and the waters are charged with the 
conſequence. Chronic caſes require pati- 
ence and perſeverance : our waters are 


ſpecifically, not miraculouſly ſalubrioul. 


The ſecond difficulty is, that people 


are ſent hither too often in the very laſt 
ſtages of the diſeaſe. Aretæus very juſtly 
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It is wrong, ſays he, in chronical 


| onder to poſtpone medicinal applica- 


tion; for by ſuch delays the patient may 


contract ſo bad a habit, as to become in- 


curable : and it unfortunately happens, 
that, when theſe diſeaſes have once taken 


hold, they ſeldom are removed, and this 


more particularly if they have been too 


long neglected, for they then take ſuch 
root, as muſt neceſſarily end in death. 
Thus diſeaſes trifling in themſelves (in 
the beginning) are productive of very 
dangerous conſequences, and tho' they 
at firſt have no threatning appearances, 
they will in time inevitably deſtroy the 
patient. It is incumbent, therefore, on 
every perſon ſo afflicted, not to ſuffer mo- 
deſty or fear to get ſo much the better of 
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them 
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them, as to conceal their diſorder, and 
to, neglect timely aſſiſtance; and it is 


likewiſe the duty of the phyſician, as ſoon 


as he is applied to, to uſe every poſſible 
and direct means to relieve his patient; an 


error in either of theſe caſes, muſt be at- 


tended with very diſagreeable circum- 


ſtances. It ſometimes happens indeed, 
that the patient is under no apprehenſi- 
ons (as he feels no pains or ill-conveni- 


ence) from his diſorder, and therefore is 


in no haſte to call in his phyſician.“ 
Can there be any thing more abſurd and 


ridiculous than to expect, that a diſorder, 


under which we have laboured for many 


years, ſhould be removed in as many 


weeks? And that probably after the bo- 
dy has been harraſſed and enervated by 
long, tedious, and excruciating pains? 


In order therefore to render theſe waters 1 


effectual, (ſo far as human art can effect 
it) the patient ſhould be determined in his 


reſolution, not only to be well adviſed, 


but 


LIN 
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but to be guided by that advice —He. 


muſt at the ſame time diveſt himſelf of. 


every confideration of buſineſs, fully in- 


tent upon his thorough cure: what one 
month will not effect, wo may, and fo on 
in proportion to the nature of the diſor- 
der, and its previous duration. Jo this it 
may be objected; that many people have 
it not in their power to acquieſce in this, 
their vocations, or circumſtances not ad- 
mitting of a very long ſtay.—Such indeed 
are to be pitied ; but they had better not 
come, than put themſelves to unneceſſary 
expences, in purſuit of ba/f recoveries, or 
rather no recoveries at all, I would not 


be underſtood to mean this in all Bath. | 


_ caſes, but in ſuch only as have been of a 
very conſiderable ſtanding, and where 


the poor patients may truly, and in the 
Full extent of the word, be faid to be in- 
valids : another caution I would: recom- 
mend to zheſe, is, not to come during the 
very cold months; April, May, and June, 

3 the 
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the latter end of Auguft, all September and 


October, are the propereſt ſeaſons for 


them. It is needleſs to ſay more upon 
this ſubject, which has already been 
ſo ſenſibly treated by my very learned and 
ingenious friend doctor OxIVER. 
Foreſtus declares, that after trying vari- 
ous methods, he never found any anſwer 
ſo well, in a palſy occaſioned from the 


Cor1ca PicToxnum, as the water of Aix. 


Friction with napkins or flannels, which 


are not too coarſe, cannot be too much 


inſiſted upon, as they are of infinite ſer= 


vice. 
Twice a day or oftener, if the patient 
can bear it, rub the limb with the un- 


guent. nervin. or martiat. with the addi- 


tion of balſam peruv. Oily liniments 


prefer to the ſpirituous. The gums long 
continued and repeated in ſmall doſes 
have wonderful good effects, ſuch as gal- 
banum, ſagapenum, opopanax, ammonia- 


cum, joined with the balſam. e Mecca, 


or Peru. - Smooth, 


a 
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Smooth, generous and balſamic wines, 


given ſparingly, are of good uſe; ſuch as 
Canary, Madeira; but the Greek wines 
are by much the beſt. Nothing, how- 
ever, is more effectual than a change of 
air, provided it be dry, temperate, and 
healthy. A cold and moiſt air would be 
hurtful. 
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